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TO THE ; 2 5 
E LE CT LADY. 


Whoſe ſirname is 3 whom [I 
love in the truth, theſe Letters are, with 
the moſt profound 8 0 and v venera- 
tion, ban Wie . | 


Madan, . 


TY E diſtinguiſhing charateriſlic of 
our ancient and noble family, from 
lch you are deſcended, is, that they are 
all zealous for the good. of mankind, 
and well-wiſhers to every country; always 
deſirous of extending happineſs to all the 
human race; actuated by this heavenly 
paſſion, and purſuing the ſame glorious 
end, notwithſtanding any accidental diver- 
ſity of ſentiment in ſome ſmaller things. — 
As human nature ſeems to be capable of 
endleſs information, but incapable of being 
much improved without converſing with a 
variety of ſubjects, excuſe me, an "obſcure 
layman, who diſclaims all pretenſions to 
eloquence or claſſical learning, for publiſh- 
ing theſe Letrers, and laying them at your 
Ladyſhip's feet; as an authentic and ho— 
neſt ſtory, fairly recited, without theſe } 
brilliant accompliſhments, will prove, we 
— truſt, 4 
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comfort your heart, 


1 
truſt, equally iuſtructive and intereſting. 
Your venerable and amiable family, Ma- 


dam, are all united among themſelves, in 


endearing effuſions of mutual love, and all 
heirs to a very large fortune, innumerable 
privileges, and a glorious inheritance, after 


vanquiſhing a ſeries of difficulties in this 
ulcerated and cancerous world, where they 


are perſecuted and hated by petulant Hec- 
tors, who have ſucked up the old ſerpent's 
poiſon; therefore their conduct is often 


compoſed of acts of madneſs. Should theſe 


Letters prove a ſatisfactory amuſement, for 
a ſhort portion of time during your jour- 
ney through the wilderneſs and the Jeo- 


pard's den, I ſhall eſteem my pains abun- 
dantly compenſated, becauſe God hath | 


from the beginning choſen you to ſalvation | 


through ſanctification of the ſpirit and be- 
lief of the truth. Now, our Lord 
Chriſt himſelf, and God, even our Father, 


Jeſus 


who hath loved us, and given us everlaſting 
conſolation and good hope through grace, 
and eſtabliſh you in 
every good word and work. I am, with 
great reſpect, 55 


Tour Ladyſhip- s ſervant, 
EBENEZER LAZARUS. | 
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Do not Waka „ Whittier cle penetrating 
and diſcerning g part of men will be the 
more favourable to the writer, or if any 
will judge with more candor, if I ſhould 
tell them that theſe Letters were written by 
a layman, an obſcure mechanic, for amuſe- 
ment at vacant. hours; and they might 
have lain dormant for ever, had they not 
fallen into the hands of ſome friends, who 
preſſed their publication with more ear- 
neſtneſs than I could have expected. But 
what determined the writer, full of jealou- 
ſy, to comply, was the ſecret whiſpers « of a 
mind anxiouſly ſolicitous for the good of 
mankind, and earneftly deſirous to promote 
if poſſible the comelineſs of virtue, the luſ- 
tre and beauty of holineſs, and the power of 
vital religion; that I might, if | oſſible, a- 
wake ſome from their ame ſethargy, 
and excite if it were but one individual to 
renounce the camp of Belial, and inliſt as 
a faithful ſoldier under the banner of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the great immortal Mo- 
narch of heaven and eth, the only Con- 
folation of ſinners, the Beauty of Uriel, 
and the ſapreme Joy of his people. For 


n1 „ Ons theſe 
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theſe deſigns ding were chiefly eulcutated, 


and likewiſe that I might grapple with, and 
leave my teſtimony againſt the profligacy 
and predominant vices of the times, which, 
alas! are every where too common and ob- 
vious. to. the plaineſt underſtanding, as 
midnight darkneſs, is to clear mid-day; 
therefore I ſhall not make many or long 


_ apologies, only I wiſh the performance had 


been ſuggeſted by a. more exuberant geni- 
us, related by a worthier man and a bet- | 


ter ſcholar ; eſpecially in an age like this, ; 


when the nobleſt productions are common, 


and blaze with univerſal admiration all a- 


round, ſeldom equalled and more ſeldom 
excelled, by 5 of every excellence and 


nobleneſs of ſentiment, who, like King So- 


lomon, have made ſilver in our Jeruſalem 


as ſtones, and cedars as. the very lycamore 
trees for abundance. Therefore it is pro- 


bable the author of theſe Letters may be 


treated with ſcorn by a ſquadron of nice 
critics, laughing ſatiriſts, and peeviſh. wits, 


who are ſeldom ſatisfied with any. compo- 


fition ;; and likewiſe by a whole tribe of 


irreligious beaux eſprits, who are apoſtates ö 
from God and his grace, plagues in the 


earth, and hitter herbs 1 in our Iſrael. Their 
| prattle, 
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prattle, their S is neither valued nor 
dreaded by a pilgrim on his journey, haſ- 
tening through a ſtrange land and a foreign 
country: But I meekly ſubmit to the cen- 

ſure of competent judges, good citizens of 
the world, who have no malice to gratify, 
or intereſt to ſerve; with their deciſion I 
will be fatisfied.. I will make no , apology: 

to the eloquent orator, as I diſclaim all 
pretenſions to literature or claſſical learn- 
ing; therefore they are not to expect that 
accuracy of expreſſion. in the following 
Letters which appears in other. writings, e- 
ſpecially as they were at firſt only intend- 
ed for amuſement, and the private uſe of 
ſome particular perſons. Neither ſhall L 
make any apology to the ſatirical critic, 
nor be a beggar of favours of them 
who can excuſe no fault; much leſs ſhall L 
make any apology: to. the irreligious, who. 
are beguiled by deluſory pleaſures, | by 
whom. public decency receives a ſevere. 
wound; theſe I look upon in as bad a light. 
a8 footpads or Algerine. corſairs; their in- 
ſenſibility excites my higheſt compaſſion, 
as they are labouring to make to themſelves 
a. future and tremendous enemy: May the 
ae Ar m interpoſe to ſtop cheir mad - 


neſs, 


{vii 7 
' neſs, and reſtore them to a night way” of 
thinking, ſpeaking; and acting. In the 
mean time, before they are metamorphoſed, 
may God preſerve the young generation 
from their guilty example; for whoſe wel- 
fare, and as a token of Thy beſt affectiofi, 
I pour forth my ardent prayers to Almigh- 
ty God, that they may have a penetrating 
diſcernment to receive early impreſſions of 
religion, to preſerve morals incorrupt, with 
the ſtricteſt principles of virtue, and to 
maintain the Chriſtian faith in its purity. 
And ye ſerious Chriſtians, whom 1 highly 
reverence, ſhould any thing in the fol- 
lowing Letters appear contrary to Scrip- 
ture, or diſguſting to you, pardon my de- 
fects; and believe me, ſhould any thing 
be urged forcible enough to overthrow 1 
detect a miſtake, I ſhall look upon it as a 
duty to make a free and undiſſembled re- 
traction, and publicly to acknowledge my 
error: Only let it be remembered: chat 4 
book may be both amuſing and inſtfuct⸗ 
ing with numerous defects, or it may be 
very dull without a ſingle abſurdity. pe 
Therefore, if the whole is not complete, 
and it 1s whiſpered that no portrait 1 is well 
ed vet J hope it will be ownetl thar 
L 


11 
I have not ſpared colours, and that no Ho 
ner has drawn pictures cheaper. 

With regard to an eminent writer, the 
venerable profeſſor of Arminian divinity, 
peradventure I have been ſomewhat too 
ſharp, yet I cannot revoke or give up the 
diſpute, eſpecially as the Arminian doctrine 
has given much uneaſineſs to the diſciples - 
of the Lord Jeſus; and the ſame weapons 
that have wounded them, have hurt me. 


But with regard to theſe my brethren, ſer- 
vants of the ſame Lord and bleſſed Maſ- 


ter, who believe. the Arminian doctrine of 


univerſal redemption, let them not be of- 
fended with me who believes in the doc- 
trine of election; but let them purſue 
their way ſteadily, and they will undoubt- 
edly arrive happily at the end of all their 
labours, and be united to the bleſſed ſoci- 
ety of immortal ſpirits, who ſurround the 
throne of the Higheſt : To which bleſſed 
ſociety, and everlaſting friendſhip, I hope 
to be for ever united, through Jehovah my 
righteouſneſs, the blood of the Lamb, and 


by the word of my teſtimony. LO 
| L. 
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Dear "$14" 


TN my. northern. circuit, as 1 had 1 
buſineſs at Kelſo upon Tweed, I made 
x trip to, the borders of Scotland; and as 
elſo is juſtly eſteemed the pleaſanteſt vil 
age in the ſouth. of Scotland or the north. + 
bf England, eſpecially for wood and wa- 
wk being; a all ſurrounded : at a, proper di- 
ance with riſing grounds coyered with 
ofty trees; and from the nature of che ſoil, 
as well as the temperature of the climate, 4 
s eſteemed. the moſt healthful and delicious 
ituation, that can be. deſired: Therefore, 
hile I continue in the place, I ſhall en- 
ertain you with a nnen is ths plez 


pant village. 


e 


4 


The ſouth extremity of the town is ſi- 


tuated cloſe to the ſide of the river Tweed, 


which adds much to the convenience and | 


likewiſe to the beauty of the place. The 
only entrance to the town, as you come 
from the ſouth, is along a bridge acroſs 
the river, conſiſting of ſix arches. At the 
farther end of the bridge ſtands the town 
of Kelſo, ſurrounded on all ſides with banks 
covered with plantations, which has always 


a captivating appearance. The firſt pro- | 
ſpect that attracts your attention, as you | 
Paſs along the bridge, is a beautiful man- 
ſion, with the pleaſure ground, ſituated on 
a moſt healthful and pleaſant bank, cloſe | 
by the ſide of the river, and 'adorned with 
all that can pleaſe the eye or charm the | 


ſenſe; art and nature have both been ex- 


plored to beautify this lovely ſpot: Per- | 
haps it is a faint reſemblance of thoſe hap- | 


py manſions, where the good, after they 
have ſhuffled off this mortal duſt, are at 


reſt for ever. In the middle of the bank 


and pleaſure ground, which is as ſmooth 


and even as a bowling green, ſtands the | 
beautiful edifice, fitted up in the higheſt | 


taſte, and furniſhed with every pleaſure- 


able ornament. All along, on each ſide, 
9 adjoining 
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- WM adjoining to the building, are elegant gar- 
l, den walls, ornamented in the fineſt man- 
d ner with an arrangement of ſtone pil- 
© lars. On the top of theſe ſplendid walls 
© gare fine emblematical figures, ſome reſem- 
s bling men, and ſome reſembling women, 
© here and there diſpoſed ſo as to make the 
n habitation the more agreeable, and to daz- 
S © zle the beholder. On the cornice of the 
building are likewiſe curious figures, in 

perfect ſymmetry. In the midſt of this de- 
Jightful ſpot of ground, and elevated on 
two pedeſtals, are two beautiful ſtatues, the 
one repreſenting Jupiter, and the other Di- 
ana; but particular notice is taken of a cu- 
rious figure, the ſtatue of a black boy, in 
a humble poſture, kneeling upon one knee, 
- and holding a ſun dial with both his hands 
upon the crown of his head. On the front of 
ce bank are two ſpacious gravel walks, as 
Y ſtraight as a line, about 230 paces long. 
t At the under end of one of theſe gravel. 
Kk walks, and next the bridge, there is a hand- 
h © ſome epiſcopal chapel, where the ſervice of 
e che Church of England is performed. Be- 
t Wrween: the walk and the chapel, are flower- 
- Ming ſhrubs, which add much to the come- 
„ une of the place. At the upper end of 
8 B the 


| 
| 


vine. The whole is a finiſhed picture of 
lineated, it would exhibit a picture which | 
pou might call romance, or the reſult of 
aà viſionary fancy. At the upper end of | 
houſe, I kewiſe ſupported by a range of 


ſtone pillars; and upon the top of the 


in the river, ſhooting forward as an arrow | 


L 1 
the fame walk ſtands a green houſe, ſup- 
ported with a range of fine ſtone pillars, 
with many other coſtly ornaments, and fur- 
niſhed with a great variety of foreign plants 
and flowers; adjoining to which ſtands a 
hot houſe, filled with cluſters of the richeſt 


nn) 


proſperity and grandeur ; and if well de- 


the other gravel walk ſtands a ſummer } 


building ſtands a ſpruce ſtatue. From 
this walk you have a view of the fiſh | 


k Jp, ln — wh Wi Pom . ſin a end CA nb 


from the ſtring, and at other times riſing Ne 


to the ſurface; now turning to the right, M 


then to the left, and all this with an agi- i 
lty which the moſt accompliſhed perſon g 


cannot imitate. All around upon the bank i +, 


are, here and there, beds of beautiful and In 
variegated flowers, embroidered with the ¶ b. 
greateſt ſplendor:. Auriculas and carna- al 


tions, beds of tulips, violets, and borders | ti 


of pinks, with jeflamine and woodbine lf ſe 


climbing up the walls. Here you often | I 
ſee | 


5 


1 
ſee fiſhers with their drag nets, and anglers 
with rods, and their fiſh lying or flouncing 
up and down by them. | 

But who can give a juſt deſcription of 
the dazzling proſpect which is preſented to 
your view from this delightful ſpot? Here 
the eye is raviſhed with the beauty of flow- 
ery plains, green meadows, running; 
ſtreams, ſmall iſlands, ſunny banks, and a 
great profuſion of ſhady trees, with mag- 
nificent buildings, mills, and kills; ſo that 
the eye is every where entertained with the 
faireſt, the gayeſt proſpect that fancy itſelf 
can imagine. Groteſque and magnificent- 
nn oy ly confuled, the eye darts quick as thought 
I from ſcene to ſcene, from proſpect to pro- 
VB {pet, which entertain the eye with every 
5 Wl charm of beauty, and every charm of no- 
ty velty, and all bounded with a high bank 
in - the figure of a bow ; extending 
n i from eaſt to weſt, as far as the eye can 
travel; covered all over with a fine foreſt, 
1d i not of buſhes, brambles, or prickly thorns, 
1c FF but good old oak, old elm, aſh, plane, and 
2- WF abundance of various other trees, all beau- 
5 i tiful and green, with bloſſoms of the fineſt 
1c i ſcents and colours; and every hawthorn 
en like the gayeſt noſegay, which forms a - 
CE | | B 2 wilderneſs 
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wilderneſs of ſweets, and ſerves as a kind 


of lining to ſeveral fine incloſures, where 
ſober oxen and milk kine are browſing up- 
on the tender herb, ſatiated with good paſ- 
turage, and well fatisfied with the bounty 
of their generous Sovereign and rich Cre- 


ator, | 
Whoſe hit providently ds 
Feeds the young ravens when they cry; 
Whoſe goodneſs watches o'er the whole, 
As if the world were but one ſou]. 
He roll'd the ſeas, and ſpread the ſkies, 
Made vallies fink, and mountains riſe ; 
The meadows cloth'd with native green, 
And bade the rivers glide between. 


The greateſt beauties of the proſpect you q 


have from this pleaſant bank, are the ri- 
vers Tweed and Tiviot, which, after many 


intricate windings and turnings, juſt here, 
by mutual conſent, embrace, and are mar- 
"ried to each other, with ſo firm a cement as 
never after to ſeparate, till they fall into 
the ocean, and make a grateful return. of | 


benefits received ; haſting to pay their tri- 


bute to the ſea, like mortal lite to meet e- 


ternity. May this be an emblem of my- 


| ſelf and my dear friend. O thou uncreat- 
ed Ocean of all being and bleſſedneſs! it 
is from thy overflowing fulneſs that I re- 


ceive all my ſupplies; I am protected, 
2 | clothed, 
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1 
clothed, and fed from thy free and rich 
bounty ; within thine all-circhng arms I 
live and move ; ©": art thou giving 
forth, and I am receiving 


O may'ſt thou pattern-wiſe diſpenſe, 
Mod'rate to taſte the charms of ſenſe ; 
Still preffing to my wiſh'd abode, 

Nor fix'd till at my centre, God. 


In the mean time, may you and I be 
refreſhed with the foretaſtes of thoſe rivers 
of pleaſure which are at God's right hand ; 
and may we, in our Chriſtian Journey, 
deepen in humility, i in charity, and in uſe- 
fulneſs; and, if it be the will of our hea- 
venly Father, ſlide into the boſom of bleſ- 
ſedneſs, as this uſeful and humble river 
glides into the ocean. Believe me to be, 
with great reſpect, 


Your red friend, 
and humble ſervant, 
EBENEZER LAZARUS. 
From the fevect Banks of the Tweed. 
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LETTER 1. 
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Dear Sir, 
s I am a ſtranger in this place, know- 
ing few, and known by fewer, my 
thoughts are much employed in ruminat- 
ing upon a diverſity of objects; eſpecially 
as I have here the advantage of delightful 
ſolitude, in ſtrolling along the pleaſant 
walks, which are every where about the | 
town of Kelſo, and many of them cloſe by | 
the ſide of the tranſparent Tweed. Here | 
N numberleſs beauties glance upon the ſight, 
which affords much pleaſure and entertain- 
ment: The trouts in the river ſwimming 
9 by with great rapidity, and the banks of 
ll the river ſprinkled and embroidered with 
Aa profuſion of natural flowers, —primroles, 
= cowſlips, and ſuckles, mingled with others 
| as yellow as oranges, ſome as red as the 
pureſt gold, and ſome as white as ſhow ; fo 
that the very air ſeems to breathe ſweetneſs, 
| while the blackbird and thruſh, from the 
twigs and boughs of lofty trees, ſalute the ear 
with their charming melody, and numbers. 


of ſprightly little birds, piping, dancing. 
© 
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and finging among the branches, winte 
four legged animals are browſing with di- 
ligent induſtry on rich vegetation, which 
Nature beſtows on our ſavage brothers of 
the creation. 


O thou great mighty, Ruler, Lord of all, 
Before whoſe throne archangels proſtrate fall, 
Teach me the rule of temp'ral bliſs, | 
Pleas'd juft the flow'ry banks to kiſs. 
Teach me, with equal firmneſs, to ſuſtain 
Alluring pleaſure and affanlting pain. 


In ſtrolling about from place to place, L 
took a walk along the bridge, that I might. 
view with attention another delightful 
dwelling in the town of Kelſo. As the; 
former charming bank is on the left, this 
is ſituated on the right hand as you come 
from the ſouth, which cannot fail to attract 


the attention of every beholder. The buil-. 


ding conſiſts of two handſome dwelling. 
bos cloſely joined together, which has 
a fine appearance, and makes one elegant. 
front, conſiſting of three ſtories, nicely po- 
liſhed with the workman's chiſſel. Along. 
the front of the building there is a com- 
modious gravel walk, at the further end of 
which there is a kitehen and Pleaſure gar- 
den. This beautiful edifice, with its charm- 


ing fituation and variegated proſpect, is the 
object 


quite diſſimilar to the former, as it has leſs 
of dignity and profuſion « of ornaments; but 


the infinite variety of beautiful and Va- 


a kneeling poſture ; but what is infinirely 


to adorn the bank, pleaſe the eye, and 


40 J 

object of univerſal admiration, being ſitu- 
ated on a moſt healthful and pleaſant bank, 
cloſe by the lovely Tweed, and about twen- 
ty-paces from the north end of the bridge. 
This bank, and likewiſe the building, is 


TIES moe ono oo wow *« 


equally pleaſant in point of ſituation, and 
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riegated proſpects, which appear to your 
view from every window of this handſome 
manſion. Here no extravagance is to be 
ſeen, but all is plainneſs and ſimplicity; 
here are no ſuperfluous ornaments, as coſtly 
as they are uſeleſs: Here are no elevated 
ſtatues on ſine pedeſtals, no black boys in 


more agreeable, and far more inchanting. 


charm the ſenſe, viz. finely finiſhed living 
pictures of freſh coloured young virgins, | 
torming the moſt agreeable appearance, 
while modeſty ſpreads a glow of charms over 
all thetr features, and health blooms on 
their ruddy cheeks. Here are likewiſe ma- 
ny excellent companions for the beautiful 
and engaging damſels, in groups of chub- 


185 and healthy young boys, with fine roſy 
countenancee, 


[ as 1 7.9 

countenances, friſking about at their wan 
ton gambols, which you might miſtake for 
ſo many comely little cherubs as you come 
along the bridge. Theſe, I doubt not, you 
will conſider as a ſpecies of better orna- 
ments than dead ſtatues or ſpruce footmen. 
At the bottom of the bank rolls the tranſ- 
parent Tweed, clear as cryſtal, adding 
proſperity and numberleſs advantages all 
along its winding courſe. Oppoſite the 
Fen. of the houſes, on the ſouth ſide 
of the river, lies the turnpike road, leading 
to and from the ſouth ; along which there 
are always a number of carriages and paſ- 
ſengers paſling and repaſling, poſt chaiſes 
and chariots hurling bickward and forward; 
and thus a conſtant ſucceſſion of objects 
entertain the mind, and prevent the ſpi- 
þ rits from preying on grief or melancholy, 
= which is the moſt unwholeſome diet in the 
world. Among the various ſingularities 
which preſent themſelves to your view is, 

that here the travellers either diſappear 
or bolt upon your ſight all at once, as the- 

road at a ſmall diſtance lies between two 
high banks, covered on each ſide with a. 


noble foreſt, where the birds ſit careleſs on 
| the 
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the branches, and from their little chroats 
pour forth a ſtream of harmony. 


Hark, the ſhrill notes tranſpierce the yielding air, 
And teach the neighb'ring birds how they ſhould pair. 
At a ſmall diſtance from the turnpike 
road, and cloſe by the ſame fide of the river, 
ftands an ancient and extenſive rock, bat- 


tered by many a rude blaſt, which ſerves to | 


recognize the deſtructive ravages of time by 


the many ragged ſtumps on its venerable 
face, and which ſtil} preſents its inflexible 


back for a large plantation of valuable trees } 
with which it is always covered. This | 
plantation, on ſuch a ſituation, will call to } 


your mind the firm foundation of the pre- 
cious ſons of Zion, who are built upon a 
rock, even the Rock of Ages; and they are, 
in the beautiful language of holy writ, cal- 
led trees or plants which. God, the Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, hath planted, and 
which God the Spirit watereth every mo- 
ment. Chriſt would not build his Church 
upon the ſand, for he knew that ſtorms 
would ariſe. 


But nothing ſhall ever its ſtedfaſtneſs ſhock, 
For the weakeſt believer 1s built on a reck. 


It may not be amiſs to remark what 


pleaſure I took in ſurveying this ancient 
rock, 
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rock, the ſurface of which is covered with 
ank graſs, offenſive nettles, haughty thiſ- 
tles, and poiſonous weeds : There grows 
the baleful hemlock, and there grows the 
malignant and deadly nightſhade ; ſtriking 
emblems of the rebellious and carnal mind, 
which diſtils its poiſonous juices by their 
oaths and execrations, and abominable 
drunkenneſs, which makes them more ſlo- 
venly, more rude, and more ugly than a 
dog when he howls, or an aſs when he 
brays. O © celeſtial virtue, how often have 
thy ears and thy eyes, and thy very ſoul 
been afflicted with theſe ſhocking ſpecta- 


cles? ? 


Alas! many men in the wants we ſee 
Who are worſe than the hemlock by a thou- 
ſand degree: 
An emblem of the nightſhade is in them found, | 
They are men of the earth, with their noſe ; in 
the ground. 


About the middle of the rock there is 
a fine well of water, to which you deſcend 
by a ſort of winding ſtair, hewn out of the 
rock, you would ſuſpect, by Nature's chiſ- 
ſel. This will bring to your recollection 
the years of many generations, when the 
King of [eſhurun, the man Moſes, ſmote 
the rock, and the waters guſhed out to re- 


_ freſh 
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Freſh the ancient Iſrael, as they were tra- 
yelling through the vaſt howling wilder- 
neſs. But now the great Prophet, whom 
Moſes predicted, being come into the world, 


there is a well of living water, of which 


whoſoever drinketh ſhall never thirſt. 


Theſe waters all the ſoul renew, 
And cleanſe the ſpotted garments too. 


In the boſom of this venerable rock you 
ſee the mouth of a cave, the roots of the 
trees adhering to the top, and their branches 


ſhooting downwards, which makes it ap- | 
pear like the cave of ſome hoary hermit, 


or gloomy monk, as it is pleaſingly horrid, 
and fitly. adapted to ſolemn muſings. This 
gloomy cave, in ſuch a , .. will re- 
cal to your memory that gracious Proyi- 
| dence which watched over the illuſtrious 
ſon of Jefle, when he fled from his perni- 
cious adverſary, and was under the neceſſi- 
ty, the fad neceſſity to embrace the rock 
for a ſhelter, and to hide himſelf in a cave. 
Wait on, the Lord ye ſaints of God, 
Nor fear when tyrants frown ; 
Ye ſhall confeſs their pride was vain, 
When jutlice caſts them down, 
At a ſmall diſtance from this graceful 
ann and cloſe by the ſame ſide of the ri- 
ver, 


— — 
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ver, you have a fine view of Pinnaclehill, 
one of the loftieſt and ſweeteſt banks of the 
Tweed, with a fine manſion houſe on the 
high eminence, which adds much to the 
beauty and variety of this proſpect. 
Where-&er we turn our wand'ring eyes, : 
Around, on ev'ry fide, freſh objects riſe ; 


A field of contemplation meets our VIEW, 
For ever pleaſing, innocent, and new, 


Immediately you turn your eyes from 
the ſouth to the north fide of the river, 
when the proſpect is totally changed, but 
equally beautiful and delightful. - Here a 
fine champaign country preſents it{elf to 
your view, covered with gardens and or- 
chards, and the improvements of agricul- 
ture. Upon the whole, it were to be with- 
ed, that a good draughtſman would oblige 
the public with accurate drawings, taken 
on this and the former ſport, as it is impoſ- 
ſible for a mere verbal deſcription to give 
an adequate idea of them. In the mean 
time, adieu. 


EBENEZ ER LAZARUS. 
From the fuer, Banks of the Tan 
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J 5 thirty acres of ground, richly diverſified 
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ber Sir, Ons 


Should have told you that the town of 

Kelſo is ſituated ſixty:three miles north 
of Neweaſtle- upon- Tyne, forty-one miles | 
ſouth from Edinburgh, and twenty-three 
weſt from Berwick-upon-Tweed. And as 
there is no village in Scotland more plea- 
ſant than this celebrated town, among ma- 
ny things obſervable I cannot but rakes no- 
tice of an antic bank, known by the name 
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paſa, op. 


of the Chalkheugh, the variegated and beav- il © 
_ tiful proſpect from which is the more ftrik- b 
ing, as you enter upon it all at once from ll ? 

a ſmall opening in one of the ſtreets, which, il © 
by the bye, is none of the beſt. The fol- MF 
lowing ſhort deſeription of the _ h 
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may not prove unentertaining. 
The firſt beauties that atten} your P 


attention here, are the two beautiful ri- f. 
vers, the Tweed and the Tiviot, as clear as Ml © 
cryſtal, both of which run in a ſerpen- b 
tine or Zig zag manner, incloling between 

them a fine farm of about one hundred and an 


: | with 
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with wood and water ; the ſoil very rich, 
of a deep black mould, and fit for the pro- 
duction of any kind of grain, and always 
well cultivated ; ſome pots covered with 
graſs, and ſome with various kinds of corn, 
of which, in the ſeaſon, there is always 
great abundance; and here and there up- 
on the farm, of which you have a fine view 
from this bank, there are various kinds of 


trees, oak, elm, plane, and hawthorn, than 


which laſt, when covered and garniſhed with 
white bloſſoms, nothing can be more beau- 
tiful. Among thele trees is one very grace- 


ful old elm, which appears to be the king 


of the woods, and prince of the neigh- 
bouring trees. This beautiful ſpot is the 
property of the Duke of Roxburgh, heri- 
table proprietor of Kelſo, and maſter of a 
molt princely fortune in this country, which 


he has the ſatisfaction to reflect, does not 


ariſe from the ſweat and labour of an op- 
preſſed and miſerable tenantry, but is in 
fact the almoſt ſpontaneous tribute of a 
country enriched and rendered flouriſhing 
by the extenſive advantages of agr culture. 
This beautiful ſpot I am giving you an 

account of, is known by the name of the 
Friars, from thoſe holy butchers, the Po- 
C 2 | piſh 
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piſh prieſts, enemies to freedom, and de- 
ſtroyers of public tranquility ; ſervants to 
Satan, and deceivers of the ſouls of men; 
a ſcourge which Heaven in its wrath gives 
to mankind, When will the Deity, in pi- 
ty to poor mortals, put an end to the wick- 
ed race? On this fine farm, till within a 
few months ſince, the remains of their 
cloiſters ftood. They were originally a 
colony of Monks, whom King David, their 
great hero, brought over from France, and 
ſettled them firſt i in an abbey at Selkirk. 
Soon after his acceſſion to the throne, he 
removed them to Roxburgh; a ſituaricn 
tar more pleaſant and commodious. On 
the ſecond of May, 1128, he founded a 
magnificent abbey'for them at Kelſo, and 
two years after the church at ancient Rox- 
burgh was dedicated to St James; a fair 0 
18s füll held near by, and called St James' 1 
fair: But there are now):no remains of 
their idolatrous cloiſters, for the Duke of 
Roxburgh, who is the proprietor of the 4 
farm, and a true Proteſtant, has razed them 4 
to the very foundation, and ſwept them off Hp, 
with the beſom of deſtruction from this 
part of his eſtate even ſo, let the whole 
of that falſe church ſhake to the founda- 

tion, 
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tion, and fall into one heap of confuſion, 
as it is baniſhed from this pleaſant ſpor. — 
From the Pope's ſupremacy and Romiſh 
fooleries, Jeſuits, Monks and Grey Fri riars, 
the Court of Inquiſition, the Devil, and Car- 
Edinals, the good Lord deliver us! _ 33 
On the outſkirts, and at the extremity 
bf the farm, you have a fine proſpect of 
Roxburgh caſtle, on an eminence which 
Jappears to have been raiſed by art; for 
you muſt know, that before the Union, 
theſe places on the borders which divided 
the two kingdoms, were called debateable 
lands, being claimed and poſſeſſed alter: 
nately by the Scots and Engliſh: It was 
therefore the theatre on which the two na- 
tions acted many bloody ſcenes, and the 
inhabitants lived by plundering their neigh- 
bours. It ſeems they were fo nimble and 
„bo active, by ſudden alarms, and with all ſo 
ſubtile, that no vigilance could ſecure a man's 
of 
or Property: They could twiſt the horns of 
a cow, and disfigure a horſe fo dextrouſly, 
that their owners could not knew them. 
FM | Þ< ſtolen goods were diſpoſed of by ſale, 
before any method conld be taken for their 
recovery; and though there was no open 
or declared war between the two nations, 
C3 . 
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yet the borderers could not be reſtrained 
from their accuſtomed outrages. In the 
reign of Robert Stewart, the firſt of the 

royal line of Stewarts, and nephew to King 
David, and who ſucceeded that Monkiſh 
King, at St James's fair, held at Roxburgh 
in Augult, (to which fair multitudes of 
people were wont to reſort from both king- 
doms) one of the followers of George Dun- 
bar Earl of March was ſhin by ſome of 
the Engliſh; the Earl applied to Lord Hen- 
| ry Percy for redreſs, but no ſatis factory 
| return being made, the angry Scottiſh 
| ex reſolved on a cruel revenge: Wait- 
the return of the fair, in the year fol- 
towing, he, and his brother the Earl of 
Murray, attended by a conſiderable body 
of their friends and followers, attacked the 
town by ſurpriſe, killed all the Engliſh 
they found in it, then ſer fire to the town, 
and carried off its ſpoils in triumph. The 
Engliſh borderers, in reſentment; ſoon af- 
ter entered Scotland, and ravaged the lands 
of Sir John Gordon; Gordon ſbon made 
repayment 1n kind, by an incurſion into 
England ; but as he was returning with ma- 
ny priſoners « and a great train of cattle, he 


was attacked at Carham * a ſuperior force, 
under 


1 
under the command of Sir John Lilburn. 
The conflict was fierce, and its deciſion 
long doubtful; the Scots being driven 
from their ground, and returning again to 
the charge, five different times: At laſt they 
prevailed, and added to the number of 
their priſoners, Lilburn, his brother, and 
many of their followers. Lord Percy, to 
revenge theſe loſſes and inſults, entered 
Scotland, at the head of ſeven thouſand 
men. But it being out of my road to de- 
{cribe theſe bickering3, I refer to thoſe whole 
talents lie in that way. I ſhall juſt men- 
tion the recovery of Roxburgh caſlle out 
of the hands of the Engliſh. 

James II. having raiſed an army, led it 
againſt Roxburgh, and having taken the 
town at the firſt aſſault, he levelled it with 


the ground. He then laid regular ſiege to 
the caſtle, but carried it on flowly, hoping 


that the little proſpect the garriſon had of 
reliet from their country men would diſpoſe 
them to capitulate, and alſo waiting for 
the arrival of more forces from the diſtant 
parts of his kingdom. The Earl of Roſs, 


In zeal for the preſent ſervice, brought a 


numerous band from the Weſtern High- 
lands; at the ſame time arrived the Earl of 
Huntly, 


. | 

Huntly, with his followers. The King, as 

a mark ol friendihip to the Earl, conducted 

him to the trenches, to ite a diltharge of 

his artillery ; one of which, called the lion, 

was remarkable ſor its ſize. The King was 

| very fond of theſe engines of death, and 

ſtood fo nigh to one of them which burſt 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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in diſcharging, that a ſplinter of it broke 
his thigh bone, and inſtantly ſtruck him 
dead. The Queen, with her eldeſt fon, a 
boy about ſeven years of age, was in the 
camp at the time of this unhappy accident, 
or arrived ſoon after it. She ſuſtained the 
loſs with heroic firmneſs, and urged the 
Scottiſh chieftains to ceaſe their unavailing 
| lamentations, and to teſtify the regard they 
| bore their Sovereign, by puſhing on, with 
unabated vigor, the enterpriſe in which he 
had fallen. Her example and exhortations 
had a great effect in exciting the beſiegers 
to exert their utmoſt efforts, and the gar- 
riſon, finding themſelves reduced to extre- 
mities, ſurrendered the fortreſs, on obtain- 
ing leave to retire in ſafety with their per- 
ſons and goods. That the place, which 
the Engliſh had held for more than one 
hundred years, might ceaſe to be a centre 
* rapine and violence, or a cauſe of fu- 
| ture 
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ture ſtriſe, the victors reduced it to a heap 
of ruins. The Scottiſh nobles, ſeizing tlie 
opportunity of their being aſſembled in 
the royal army, performed at Kelſo the 
ceremony of crowning the young King, and 
paid their homage and ſwore fealty to him 
in the uſual manner. 

But here is now not the leaſt ſi imilarity 
to former times, the ſtorms being all huſhed, 
and nothing now remaining of che fortreſs 
worthy the obſervation of the curious, ſave 
a ſmall part of the ruinous walls; and in- 
ſtead of engineers and cannoneers within 
the fortr ens, there is a fine regiment of 
young trees; and inſtcad of a captain- ge- 
neral making military obſervations on the 
ammunition, mortars, and bombs, there is 
now a ſober young farmer who vigoroufly 
embraces every ſeaſon for enriching the 
farm, by ploughing, harrowing, and dung- 
ing his peaceful acres, which formerly were 
fattened with the blood and bones of in- 
human and barbarous carnage, the farm 
being in a central ſituation to the ſurround- 
ing flames of horrid war; but now ſuch 
things are not named among us. Here is 
now an example of humanity, mildneſs, and 


induſtry : Some ſpots covered with graſs, 
30 on 
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on which ſheep and lambs are feeding; o- 


thers covered with various kinds of grain, 


ſpringing up with a plenteous increaſe, and 


in goodly array—a preſent credit, and 
moſt likely to be a future comfort to the 
owner : Not like the field of the flothful, 
choked with weeds, and embarraſſed with 
thiſtles; or the mountains of Gilboa, 
on which there was no dew, neither rain, 


nor fields of offerings ; but like the plea- 


fant ſmell of a field which the Lord hath 
bleſſed. 


No more Joth: Briton againſt Briton riſe, 

Nor ſavage warriors meet with hatefnl eyes; 

Nor fields with mere'leſs en'mics cover'd o'er; 

The+ſignal horn now kindles rage no more; 
But uſeleſs lances into ſeythes do bend, 

And the broad claymores in a ploughſhare end, 
On caſtle bank, rhe ſoldier's late abode, 

The aſh-trees tremble, and the fir-trees nod. 

The trees a ſhadow to the flocks do yield, 

And the ſame hand that ſow d now reaps the 

field. 

The ſmart young farmer now, with glad ſurpriſe, 

Sees cowſlips ſpring and ſudden verdure riſe, 

And ſmiles amidſt, around his farm to hear 

Two charming rivers mum'ring in his ear. 

Long may he his beauteous farin poileſs, 

Fruitful his corn, abundant be his graſs. 

Let peace and plenty here be ever ſound, 

So long as lib'ral ſeaſons roll around. 

Let no curſt bloody wars be here again, | 

Nor Popilh priclls this pleaſant ſpot profane, 
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At a ſmall diſtance from the caſtle, on the 
oppolite ſide of the river Tiviot, you have 
a tine proſpect of an elegant building, the 
manſion houſe and rural habitation of a 
renowned Baronet. Here art and nature 
ſeem to have put on the robe of ſweetneſs 
and beauty. The manſion houſe is ſituat- 
ed on a healthful and pleaſant plat of 
ground, nicely contrived, where are many 
ſtr iking objects worthy your attention. On 
the welt fide of the building are fragrant 
gardens, with orchards ; on the ſouth ſide 
the ground is ſmooth, and finely cultivat- 
ed with minute exactneſs. Here is a beau- 
tiful fiſh pond, and charming gravel walks 
for chariots whirling up to the princi- 
pal door of the elegant building. On 
the north ſide, between the river | iviot 
and the building, there is a large and 
tertile plain, covered with verdure, in- 
termingled with diverſe flowers. On the 
eaſt ſide there is a very conſpicuous bank, 
which has the appearance of peculiar gaie- 
ty, being covered with a fine plantation, 
interſperſed from top to bottom with fra- 
grant ſhrubs, evergreens, hawthorn, ſpiry 
fir and ſhapely box. On the ſummit of 
this luxuriant bank is a pleaſant grave] 

| walk, 
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walk, cartouſly contrived: upon the edge, 
and bound in on the other ſide With 
a hedge of beech nicely. pruned. . At 
a ſmall diitance from the bottom al the 


Pank rolls the river Tiviot, which, after 


many intricate turnings and windings, Is: 
at laſt twiſted into the lovely Tweed, and 


forms but one delightful ſtream, ſos clear 


that ſpectators can lee rhe fith in the river 


ſhooting forward as an arrow from the 
ſtring. Wherever you turn your wander- 
ing eyes, you have a view of dazzling 
plantings, charming walks, and delightful 
incloſures, all foreſts; and none better cul- 
tiv ated. | 
The charming Tweet; cloſe by your fide, 
Tranſparent rolls 1is ſneeping SES, 
The trouts in the river paſs quickly by, ſiky; 
The lark quits th' earth, and monnts towards the 
The linnet from the thorn you ſweetly hear, 0 


The thruſh and hlackbird fing charmingly clear, 
While rooks from the woods play baſs in your ear. 


After being entertained with the fineſt 
proſpect imaginable on the ſouth ſide of 
the river, far more beautiful than mine, 
or, I may venture to jay, than words can 
delcribe, you turn your eyes to the north 
ſide of the Tweed, on, which the town of 


= Kelſo and che eee ſtand, where 
every 
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„every thing e to render che pro- 
h ſpect diverſified. and completely pleaſing. 
t At the bottom of the Chalkheugh rolls the 
e tranſparent Tweed. divided into ſeveral. 
r finall ſtreams, ſurrounding ſome ſmall 
is iſlands, which ſerve as incloſures for feed- 
d Ming ſheep and lambs, being partly covered 
ar N with graſs and; bramble, and partly with 
er gravel, where many freſh coloured laſſes 
1c Hand induſtrious women are employed a- 
r- bout their neceſſary and honeſt calling of 
ig bleaching ſhirts and linen cloth, to preſerve 
ul health and keep their bodies in proper 
11- plight. All along the river ſide are ſmall 
gardens, the property of laborious and in- 
duſtrious tradeſmen, cultivated with no ex- 
travagance, but with much diligence, at- 
he (r-ntion, and ceconomy, with a view to pro- 
duce neceſſary conveniences for themſelves 
5 and families. At the farther end of this 
-* {diverſified proſpect you have a fine view 
eſt Nof the Duke of Roxburgh's kitchen gar- 
of den, containing ſeveral acres of ground, 
1c, ſurrounded with a high wall lined wich 
an fruit trees. At the bottom of the garden, 
without the wall, and cloſe to the fic ſide of 
the river, is a fine gravel walk; and, at the 
ber end of the 31 ferry boats, 


for 
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for people paſſing and repaſſing che Tweed. 
Among the many proſpects you have on 


the north ſide of the river, none ſtrikes 


your attention more than the near view of 
a princely and magnificent pile of build- 
ing, on a beautiful bank, among luxuriant 
plantings, and delightful incloſures; the 


country hotel, you might imagine, of im- 


perial majeſty, or the royal palace of ſome 


ſovereign prince. The — ſituation, 


the magnificence and - grandeur of which 


cannot fail to ſtrike the beholder with ſin- 
gular admiration, is the comntry-ſeat of a 
nobleman exemplary for Oy ſplen- 


dor, rank, and benevolence. 


long may th' illuſtrious Duke his honours wear, 
Fragrant his banks, and gay his woods appear. f: 


Among the'great multiplicity of enga- 
ging proſpects your wandering eyes gaze 


at, diverſified with cryſtal ſtreams, flowery 


banks, and magnificent - buildings,” the 
whole ſurrounded. 


foreſt, the circumference 'of whleh ma 


meaſure about five or ſix miles, Who can 
ſtand upon the Chalkheugh and forget the 
preſence of that 2 Being "Who 


"$$ > 1 hath 


a high bank, refem- 
bling the figure of a ral bow? which en- 
circles the whole; and'tovered Wen a fine 
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hath uncontrolled daminion in all the af- 

fairs of the children of men, who fills all 

ſpare, and. exiſts een all oxeratiey? 
Adieu. 


EBENEZER LAZAR Us. 
From th fe Banks of the Ted wy 
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Dear Sr, 


AD I not been PROT Ws you 

1 would have thought me tedious in 
my laſt, I ſhould have. gone ſome ſteps far- 
ther while I was attempting to deſcribe a 
pleaſant and charming proſpect from one 
of the ſeet banks of the Tweed; but ſince 
you are ſo good natured as to relieve me 
from thoſe fears, -I am emboldened once 
more to. take, up-my quill to give ſome fur- 
ther account of the town of Kelſo. ' Im- 
mediately after paſſing along the bridge, 
you enter a ſtreet called the Abbey-clole, 
where are many eminent and Jaborious 
I mA on their different oc- 
9 2 cupations. 
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cupations. At the further end of che Ab- 
bey-cloſe your attention is ſtruck with a 
view of the magnificent old abbey, built 
by the peaceable King David, as mention- 
ed in my laſt, who dedicated it to the Vir- 
gin Mary and St John the Evangeliſt ;- he 
procured for it, from the Biſhop of St An- 


drew's, in whole dioceſe the town of Kelſo] 


lies, an ample grant of immunity from all 
tolls and Davies: with leave to the Abbot 
and Monks. to receive ordination, and the 
other ſacraments of the Church, from any 
Biſhop they pleaſed in Scotia or Cambria. 
About twenty years before the foundation 
of this abbey, David brought over from 
France a colony of Monks and Nuns of the 
order of St Bernard, an- Abbot in high re- 
putation for ſeverity and ſanctity. The 
pious David 1s ſaid to have entertained fo 
| high a veneration for this holy man, that 
he went over to viſit him; but being dead 
before the Prince arrived, David brought 
over with him twelve 'more' of his Monks, 
and alſo an Abbot. The habit of theſe 
Monks was a light grey, afterwards chan- 
ged to black. Perhaps David, in import- 
ing theſe Monks, conſulted the advance- 
ment of the arts as well as of religion a- 
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1 1 
mong his rude ſubjects; for Bernard: ths 
founder of this order, would have all ſorts 
of handicrafts practiſed in his monaſtery, * 
as well to baniſh idleneſs, the mother of 
vice, as to procure neceſſaries for the ſup- 
port of life; accordingly, here were, in 
the monaſtery, painters, carvers, gilders, 
10 joiners, ſmiths, maſons, and huſbandmen, 
all W who were all under the command of an 
ot elder, and what they earned was put into 
he the common ſtock. The Nuns were fub- 
ny jected to the government of an Abbeſs.— 
ia. There were five other religious houſes of 
on this order in Scotland, of which four were 
m planted with Monks from Kelſo. | 
he King David leaving no iſſue, he was ſuc- 
-e- Wl ceeded by his nephew, the firſt of the roy- 
he al line of Stewarts: King Malcolm, grand- 
ſo [© fon to David, who died at Jedburgh, as he 
at emulated the Monks in chaſtity, he was 
ad alſo, like his grandfather, extremely libe- 
ht ral to that order of men. He gave an am- 
s, ¶ ple charter to the Monks at Kelſo, eon- 
ſe firming the great donations made by Da- 
n- vid, by his father Henry, and himſelf, as 
t- N well as grants made by the barons and- 
e- che great men of his kingdom. It appears 
a- . this charter, that King Malcolm re- 
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ſided much at Roxburgh, as he frequently 
attended divine ſervice in the church of 
Kelſo. He confirmed all the afferings 
made by himſelf and his attendants when 
he heard the ſervice of God in Kelſo church, 
which conſiſted of half the ſkins from the 
King's kitchen, and of all the beaſts killed 
for his uſe, with the half of their tallow ; 
all the ſkins of the rams and: lambs, 
and the tench of the ſkins of his bucks and 
does. This religious Malcolm was guided 
from his infancy by the inſtructions of 
Waldave, Abbot of Mailrofs, and by Mal- 
colm always held in the higheſt reverence. 
The Monk ſoceline, who wrote the life of 
this celebrated Abbot, records ſeveral mi- 
racles performed by him; one of which 
was, his increaſing the ſtores of corn in the 
granaries belonging to the monaſteries of 
Eildon andl Gattonſide, out of which were 
fed four thouſand poor people. for three 
months, without any perecivable diminu- 
tion of the firſt quantity, which remained 
till the enſuing-crop on the ground was 
ready, and then began to waſte. In the 
twelfth year after the Abbot's burial, May 
22. 1171, his grave was opened in the 
rr of * NN of Glaſgow, 


and 
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and four Abbots called thither on-purps 
his body was found entire, and the gar- 
ments unſpoile.”'' After the celebration 
maſs, the Bifhop and Abbots, with all the 
Monks in the convent, put a new ſtone of 
poliſhed marble over the holy duſt, all be- 
ing filled with joy, and teſtifying, by their 
acclannatiois, that troly — Was A man of 
God. 81.61 44751 t N 

But here 1 _— ſtops; leſt you think 1 
am writing a hiſtory inſtead of a deſeription. 
This ancient and majeſtic old church at 
Kelſo, where holy kings and religious no- 
e. bles preſented their coſtly offerings, is the 
of only remain of antiquity about the town: 
i- But, alas! it is very much deſtroyed by the 
i waſte of time; yet, notwithſtanding, what 


2 „* 


remains forms a moſt ſublime figure, wor- 
thy the obſervation of the curious. Very 
near the old abbey ſtands the public ſchool, 
where Engliſh; Latin, Greek, Hebrew, 
writing, arithmetic, the practical parts of 
the mathematics, and ſeveral other branch- 
es of uſeful learning, are taught by well 
qualified and eminent teachers; who, ft is 
hoped, give conſtant attention to fix im- 
provement in the tender memöôries and 
wavering minds bf youth; ro prettrwertem 
IC 51781f from 
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the bewitching ſeductions of folly, and the 
allurements of vice. At a ſmall diſtance 
from the old abbey, and in the neighbour- 
hood of the dead, ſtands a commodious 
new church, where C- s the Paſtor, 
a devout man, and one that feareth God, 
meets along with his congregation on the 
firſt day of the week, for the purpoſe of 
divine worſhip and religious inſtruction. 
The good Lord make them all more de- 
vout and leſs inclined to doze! 


O may the Paſtor's trumpet blow around, 
And ſo let ſinners hear the goſpel found. © ＋ 
From Satan's kingdom, Lord, O take away, 

And ſo to add new ſouls to Chriſt each Oe a 
O ſend thy miniſters ſupply, . h 
And fill them all with life and joy: *** 

And from them raiſe the ſacred flame, = ö. P 
| / vW 
N 
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To all that love thy g lorious name. 

Make the Sabbath to pe breaſt, 

An emblem of eternil re 5 2 
But, oh! we long to be above, fe 
: 70 ſpend a Sabbath all in love. te 


Here is a large and ſpacious . fi 
yard or burial ground, conſiſting of ſeve- n 


ral acres; and, if you would not laugh, MW a 
rieh good paſture, for feeding horſes and v 
horned cattle, and all ſurrounded with No 


beautiful gardens and garden walls, or a- d 
greeable and elegant habitations, not of b 


the Ro at; pb. the kving. But as the 
nations 


— 
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nations below ground were alike 1 in their 
features, and had ſimilar diſpoſitions to 
the people who are above ground, I can- 
not give you a better idea of their various 
characters than by reading beforehand 


ſome of their mottos, with a view that 


they may prove proper mementos. Stop 


then ye ſervants of God, and followers of 


Jeſus, and read the record on this monu- 


ment: Here lies the corruptible part of 


a ſpiritual widow, one to whom the adora- 
ble Prince of Peace had given the true 
riches, a new name, and a white ſtone, 
and bade her be faithful unto death, and 


he would give her a crown of life. She 
purſued her journey with eyes raiſed to- 


wards heaven, ſurrounded on all ſides 
with unbelieving wretches, for with an af- 
fectionate pity ſhe could call them no bet- 
ter, when ſhe ſaw the deluge of luſt, and 
fraud, and violence, overflow the bulk of 


mankind; and fantaſtical pleaſures more 
ardently ſought after than religion and a 
virtuous life; this made a decp impreſlion 


on the daughter of God, who was eaſily 
diſtinguiſhed '- from - the huddled group, 


by her admirable - regard. for the holy 


ſcriptures, religious worſhip, - and good 
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yet ſhe earneſtly and ſteadily purſued 
her way, and arrived happily at the year 


ven, after a ſhort pauſe, with elevation 
| cheek, the ſervant of God uttered I know 
- ſhall ſtand at the latter day upon the 
yet in my fleſh ſhall I ſee God, whom! 


Here lies the poor drunkard who was 2 or 


could to ſtarve the poor, and make the 
earth to groan, by his notorious intempe- 
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Tan 
men. Her journey through life was at. 
a tended with much | ſorrow and labour, 


of jubilee, the end of all her labours; 


of thought, and a lively glow on her 
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that my Redeemer liveth, and that he 
earth; although worms deſtroy this body, 


ſhall ſee for myſelf, and my eyes ſhall be- 
hold, and not another. 


Here lies a faint, a favour'd child of God, 
Who in the paths of tribulation trod; 
Redeem'd by blood, and wed to Jeſus Chriſt, 

A pre- ordain'd to reign in Paradife, / 


nulſance to mankind, who did what he 


rande. His example was abominable, it 
was ſcandalous; one time an aukward 
oripple, and one time an impertinent cox. 
comb; it was ſhocking, as he dared the 
power and vengeance of the — 
and even ruſhed upon the thiek hoſts a 


Outrageou 


Outrageous * W666 
Quick beat * and fierce hiseye-balſs roll'd ; 
From houſe to boufe this madman quickly flew, 

Nor taſted quiet, n. | comentment knew, HRS 

Here lie. 'a great Variety - of different 
haracters Multitudes, multitudes of 
0 graves, free 7 -ntly | three or our open in 
dhe day, to receiye more paſſengers at. 


heir journey”: 8 end, Here lies the in- 


0 ant of a few, days; 3; and here lies an old 
thehnan who was far advanced i in years, and 
dy, warmed by many ſummers; ; and here lies. 


man whoſe, days were dwindled to the 
horteſt ſpan, | with many a furrow on his 
grief worn cheek; and here lies the jovial 
ripling, who the other day, in gameſome 
ood, was Vaulting over the dead man's 
ead; and here lies the mother with her 
ons and daughters; 5 and here amorous 
rand-fathers lie, all in a wonderous le- | 
hargy, with huſbands black ! in iniquity, | 
Stained with the crimes of this, licentious age, 
Which reproach. our Glence, and demand ourrage, . 
Are there ſaid I, who from this ſad furvey, © 
| This human chaos, can; carry ſwiles away? ? 
Here lie coblers, tinklers, pedlars, and fidd] ers: 
Here lie butchers, ſurgeons, barbers, andfrizzlers; || 
And here lies a rother of the canting « un: gg "21 
Long did he knock at his dull fkull in vain; 
And here lies a miſer, a poor pug and ſot, 


Alas! where 3 is his charming gold? it's all a 
| With 
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ſpent his whimſical days contraſted with a 


; was a proſelyte, forſooth, to the Chriſtian 
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their green paſtures. 


lacy, for by his horrible breath he was of. 


khave. 
and died without knowledge; the pro- 


ſpect of death was gloomy and diſmal, as 
he was quite e Hp the black 


With what well ated tranſport did he ſay, 
My charming gold ſhall never from me ſtray. + 
And here lies honeſt Andrew Ren, Ro val 5 


Chang'd from buſ lifel R hs 
By rl and clay 12 : YA 1 


And now he 's dum d. dad hglt. 5 
Prythee flop Mr Whimſical: : Here lies, 


in a loneſome dungeon, a flexible: mummy, 
the remains of brother Suppleneſs, » Who| 


etal want of wit: One time he threw his 
ſquibs, even mocked and ſpurned with 
contempt | the true ſervants of God; and 
at other times, like Reynard the fox, he II. 


religion, and was ſeen ſitting a flimſy. hy- 
pocrite among the ſervants of Jeſus in 

This amazed the 
ſheep with diſagreeable ſenſations, and 
cauſed murmurs from difft rent quarters; 
becauſe his character was founded in fal- 


ten found reſembling the frightful old 
Thus he lived without. honour, 
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1 
0 that unfathomable deep, 
That ſea without a ſhore, 
Where living waters gently creep, | | 
Or fiery billows roar! _ 1 49 
Where we ſhall ſwim in heavenly bug, 
Or fink in flaming waves, 
W hile the pale carcaſe thoughtlefs lies. 


85 Amid the ſilent graves. | 

Ys Here ſleeps, in peaceful ſlumbers, ny 
10 man who was amiable in his diſpoſition, 
2 Wand obliging to all within the compalz of 
us nis ' acquaintance. | "He was above the 
th meanneſs of concealment. His life and 
1d manners, whatever they were, were pub- 
he lic; they were open and avowed. He 
an ſiniled not with an inſidious flattery, brut 
wich a true benevolence, upon every indi- 
vidual of the human ſpecies. His houſe- 
zoid was a nurſery for heaven; the voice: 
f ſupplication and devotional- praiſe was 


s; found there. He was pious towards God, 
al- Nang juit in all his commercial dealings; 
of- Nmerciful to the miſerable, and ardent to- 
21d 


anſwer the end of his being; ambitiouſſy 
lilggent to honour his Creator and Re- 
deemer. He rejoiced to be eyes to the 
blind, and feet to the lame; or or any way. 
erviceable either to the temporal or che 
ever dying intereſts of is fellow erea- 
ures. ' The Lord make his, People. a -huz.+ 
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1 
dred times ſo many more than they be; 
vnd let his name be named upon me, and 
upon my ſons, and upon their ſons; and 
let my daughters, and their daughters, be 
like that Mary, and like that N whom 
Jeſus loved. 


And O may ſome gentle ſpirit have command 
To waft our ſouls to the celeſtial land, 

To Him that lov'd, and waſh'd us in his blood, 
And made us kings and chofen prieſts to God. 


And here lies the mean and ſubtile hy- 
pocrite, (odious name, and more odious 
character) whoſe hateful genius appeared 
like a faint at church, and his rancorous 
deformity like a devil at home; hateful 
inconſiſtencies! Had his pretenſions been 
diſtinguiſhed by a larger ſhare of circum- 
ſpection, his affectation and diſſimulation 
would a been leſs W by the 
world. 
| To ſhew the fopling in his true - Uifgniſe 

Curious in's dreſs, but hateſul in your eyes; 
And then, O baſeneſs, the deceit te blind, 
The poor projector 's in this jail confin'd, 

Here lies one of great circumſpection, 
candor, caution, fagacity, and ſincerity. 
He had a wiſe head and an honeſt heart, 
a great bleſſing to the place. He was a 
found politieian for the peace, good or- 


(Ge! and * of che public. 
Behold 


Tal 
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Behold a ſage immers'd in theught profound, 
For ſcience he and various ſkill renown'd ; 
The public good, the welfare of mankind, 
 Employ'd the gen'rous labours of his mind. 
Here lie obnoxious characters, who 
were alike in all their features; who kickt 


rebelliouſly at the ſceptre of Jeſus, and 


would not bow te the ſovereign of ſouls. 


The worthleſs, the prophane, the vaga-. 
bond, the rogue, the deceiver, who makes 
falſchood a trade, i in kidnapping and rob- 
bing honeſt and unwary men of their pro- 
perty. | 


And thus the ſordid fooliſh wretch Ppurveys 
Againſt contingents, wants, and rainy days. 


Here is one grave which exhibits a more 
diſlinguiſhing figure than the reſt. Let 
me approach it with veneration.. Here 
lies the family phyſician, whoſe excellent 
{kill could ſave or demoliſh, could heal or 
could kill, Alas! Where are now his 
noſtrums, his magazines of health? the 


celebrated phyſician has drunk a fatal o- 


pium, which has lulled all his mental 
powers. There he lies in a wondrous le- 
thargy: Death has thrown the Doctor on 
his back, and his kindred have thrown a 
large ſtone on his face, with a ſtrong iron 


cage all around. 


. "ary: 
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snort 3s the date, and narrew is the fpan, - , 
Which bounds the little life of fooliſh man. 
Gay ſcenes of bliſs the raviſh'd ſoul ſurpriſe, 
Raiſe his vain hopes, and glitter in his eyes. 
Of ſwelling titles he ſupinely dreams, 
Voaſt are his projects, and refin'd his ſchemes; 
And when his mor ning views of joy are paſt, 
The melancholy ev'ning comes at laſt; 
The tyrant Death a haſty ſummons ſends, 
And all his momentary glory ends! 


pPrythee, unthinking paſſenger, ſtop and 
read the record on this ſplendid monu- 
ment. Here lies in a dark and loneſome 


dungeon, a man of ſome genius. Being 


fond of popularity, he diſtinguiſned him- 
{elf by accumulating wealth, to the admi- 
ration of onlokers, who admired the 
ſplendor of his appearance, the fineneſs of 
his dreſs, the luſtre of his gold and ready 


caſh; the world called him rich, but alas! 
ow he is poor, and lies in a ditch. _ 


Then pilgrims turn, your cares forego, 
All earth-born cares are wrong: 

Man wants but little here below, 
Nor wants that little long. 


Curious ſpectator, here lies -interred; 


within the narrow bounds of an«earthly 


grave,, the mouldering remains of one 
who, after ſtruggling Jong with many in- 


conveniences, was often reduced to the want 
of commonneceſſaries. Death ſeemed often 


.to 


i 
to MENACE kan. but 1 to rike the 
blow, till he chearfully ſubmitted to the 
wiſe diſpenſations of Providence. Having 
vanquiſhed a ſeries of difficulties, and left 
his teſtimony againſt the profligacy of the 
times, he died with great ſerenity, in 
hopes of being landed ſafe on the happy 
ſhores of a bleſſed immortality. 


d Here lies interr'd, beneath this little ſtone, 
A man whoſe truſt was on the Lord alone; 
Defſpis'd and poor, yet rich enough in this, 


E That Jeſus was his ſtrength and righteouſneſs. 

4 Long did he wait for the celeſtial Dove, 

8 To burſt his bands, and bear his ſoul above. 
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. And here lies the jolly landlord, who 


was agent for hell, and factor for the de- 
f vil. He kept a nightly ſynagogue and 
„ rendezvous for the Black Prince. Poor 
y fot, his mind was unacquainted with any 
ſentiment; that might have dignified the 
meaneſt of his companions, whom he ſe- 
lected from the moſt abandoned clais of 
mortals, who laugh at every thing that is 
acred. Preſumptuous ſinners! tur rely they 
ſtumbled upon the dark mountains of in- 
incible ignorance. Into their aſſembly, 


ine honour, be SO not united ! 


There vagabonds, the brotherhood 
That range the ſtreet, or ſcour the road, 
Ench other did invite to come, 

And make his rendezvous their own. 
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Black characters, of every ſhape and fize, 


Did ſettle there their drunken colonies. 6 | 
Here lie, in doleful- darkneſs, in igno- 
miny, diſhonour, and diſgrace, all mixed 
and claſped in each others arms, unleſs by 
a mouldering ſeparation, the corps of ſcho- 
lars, beauties, divines, libertines, wits, fools, 
philoſophers, heroes, cowards, critics, ora- 
tors, phyſicians, lawyers, geniuſes, mora- 
liſts, formaliſts, and lukewarm Chriſtians; 
all in piteous plight, like criminals in a 
dark and loneſome dungeon below ſtairs, 
among toads, aſks, worms—all fulſome, all 
noxious vermin; a melancholy portrait, 
but a ſtriking emblem of every e 
rate heart. To 


Look round this ſpacious borial-ground; 
Here is no voice nor penetrating ſound. _ 
What thoufands die, their race of being run, 
Between the riſing and the ſettipg fun? 
See man each hour reſigns his breath, 

And finks unheeded in the jaws of death. 
Tiws falls thy boaſted wiſdom, mortal man, 
A maſs thy ſubſtance, and thy date a ſpan; 
Thy ſhort perfection on thy life depends, 

At veath's wo een eviry project ends. 


Here lies one WhO was eminently di- 
ſtinguiſhed, when living, for the purity of 
his virtues; with generoſity and tender- 


neſs he embr aced every opportunity « of do- 
ing 


8 ri 
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ing good, and was conſecrated to be Uh 
king, a prieſt; and a Nazarite unto God: 
Therefore, inſtead of ſhrinking at the 
thoughts of his mortality, he. welcomed 
and invited the nieflenger of his diſſolu- 
tion, and chearfully bid him undreſs his 
maſter's child, and lay him to reſt in the 
ra · boſomof his Jeſus. Death had loft his grim 
ra- countenance, - and wore a | ftmile: He 
ns; MW touched his dart, and found it blunt; ex- 
naß amined his ſerpent train, to diſcover his 
irs, MW fling, and found his diſabled enemy had 
all Joſt | ir. And now, methinks, I-hear bim ſay, 
ait, O death, where is thy ſting? Ograve, where 
ne-W is thy victory? Ihe ſting of death is fin, 

and the ſtrength of ſin is the law: But 

thanks be to God, who giveth us the vic- 
| tor Ys through our Lord Jeſus Chrift. 
Reſt holy ſaint, whoſe ſacred name | 32 
Still memory holds dear, 
Secure of an immortal fame, 

And freed from ev'ry care. 
O peaceful may thy ashes lleep, 
Till ftais ſhall ſhine no more, 


Thim, then ſhall you ba riſe . 
Jo meet the morning ſtar. 


di- 7 knew his glories from afar, s | 

7 of | Yon knew the bright me morning frars > 
e gives the whirlwind wings to fly, 

er I 0ôò rend the earth, and wlieel along the ky, 


do- Here lies a variegated aſſembly, compo- 
ns 9 ſed 


1 


ſed of various ages and various circum- 
ſtances; various talents, various connec- 
tions, various ſectarirs, with diverſicy of 
ſentiments. O why are the generality of 
mankind ſo divided, and ſtill looking with 
contempt and jealouſy. at one another? 
When all their bickering, with all their 
rigid attachment to party, like their pro- 
genitors, ends in a grave. O Sir, how idly 
do ſome people bear oppoſition to their 
darling notions, and how ready are they 
to deſpiſe, perhaps ſcorn thoſe who. have, 
in obedience to conſcience, dared to dit- 
fer from them? They would be thought, 
forſopth, the firſt-born of wiſdom, and her 
ſole favourites. But does true wiſdom 
take diſcord, anĩmoſities, and pride into 
her boſom, and claſp Bak) there? or does it 
conſiſt only in ideas, which, withour their 
due influence, are no better than huſk or 


chaff, like the flimly veil of hypocrily? 


But hark, my friend, that ſolemn toll, 
Speaks the departure of a ſoul; 

This hour, perhaps, our friend is well, 
Death ftruck the next; he cries, Farewell, 
I die; and then, for ought; we ſee, 
Ceaſes at once to breathe and be. 


see here another freſh grave opening 
its mouth to receive ſome paſſenger : at this 
journey's 
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Fourney's end. * 4 for dne of thoſe 
nfatuated brestüren who dared to ſit in 
he ſeat of tlie ſcornful, and with petulant 
anguage, and inſipid humour, to mimic 
he devout Chriſtian © poor rebellious 
vorm, deaf to the inſtructions of wiſdom, 
he declarations of truth, and the voice of 
ivine mercy! who would not believe that 


ly ie ſhould be judged till he is ſummoned 
-I Wo the bar. Heard you the funeral bell 
ey rom the old church? but ſee-the funeral 
Te Proceſſion at the tore-ſtyle*, wich eagernels 


n their looks; they are all dreſſed i in black, 
o pay their tributary veneration to thei 
eighbour and familiar friend. See, 
ith What ſblemnity and ſlowneſs. of pace 
he funeral moves on in a ſort of ſilent 
mp, to conſign the lifeleſs clod to rot- 
enneſs in gloomy obſcurity among the 
ead; while nothing is to be ſeen but gra- 
ity, and whiſpers to be heard among the 
rrounding attendants, who take a peep. 
to the dead man's bed. Pſhaw, replies 
ie haughty deiſt, if ſuch is the end of all 
en, the world is a humbug; let us eat 
pd dr ink, for to-morrow we die. But 
a : - e excuſe 


av, 


* The Ao to | Kelſo —— where all the 
nerals enter. 
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firſt with his opened commiſſion in one 
hand, and his dart, to execute it, in the 


—ͤ— — — 2 — — 77SCCCͤ ² » ²⁰Ü.m. W Z 7 oe ra — TIT, OT 
- 


( 8 1 
excuſe: me, my friend, however the com MCI. 


monneſs of the thing may cauſe many to ly 
overlook it, to talk of Death the King ik 


of Terrors at a diſtance, and to enter u|Mch 


good earneſt upon dying work, are twolicr 


things. In the time of ſickneſs, what an he 
xiety and fixed attention is required tvMMex 


view the meſſenger, who comes as a err 
jeant from the Judge of all, at a diſtance; 


other; and with an expecting grave, and 
eternal judgment, in his immediate train, 
This is. as different as to view a painted 
lion, who is only terrible on canvaſs, and 
to ſee him with his rolling eyes of fire, 
and to hear his hideous roar. 


See all before me, wild; I cried,” 
Th' eternal ocean roll; 1 | 
Tremendous gulph, unknown, untried, 
And thither haſtes my ſoul.  _ 
O how can I ſuſtain the woe, | 
If, when I drop my ſhell, 
The Judge his flaming bok ſhould throw, | 
And daſh me down to hell? 
To hell, intolerable thought! 
' 3A world of black deſpair, 
| Whence no redemption can be nn. 
And boundleſs wrath is there. 


Here I could not help taking notice 


while I was muſing among the tombs aud w. 
| cCloiſter 


ice 
and 


ers 


= 
loiſtersof the dead, how the aſhes of the god- 
ly and ungodly are mineled below ground, 
ike various kinds of 'corn, wheat, and 
chaff, in the lame floor: Here lie hypo- 
crites with the real followers of jeſus; and 
here lies the flaming formal profeflor in 
externals, who appeared to be a pilgrim, 
but to the power of godlineſs he was a 
ſtranger. | Here lies a propagator of ru- 
mours, whiſpers, and ſlander; and here 
lies a pettyfogger of the law, well prac- 
tiſed in the art of fleecing; but the grim 
meſſenger has fleeced him ont of his fkin, 
ſtripped him to the bone, and given 
his fleſh as carrion to the lazy worms. 


But who's this lies here? 

It's Jarſon the connoiſſeur. 

So ho, Bauldie, is this you? 

Where 's all your law and logic now?/ © 

As a Magi in Kelſo Jong did you ſhine 

A celebrated juggler at legerdemain; | 

Th' ignorant and ſimple were oft at your deor, 

Like the wicked of old at the witch of Endor. - 

A ſupport to the law, and a very good prop, 

Till death ſtruck you a blow, and ſpoilt all your 

hope. 8 2 

Ye ſimple and filly ones, let me you adviſe; 

Leave off ſuch counſellors, and apply to the ſkies, 
This ſolid advice receive well from me, 
For if you follow jugglers, you will never agree, 


And here lies one-who. was an ignoble 
witling; having ſucked up the old ſer- 
2 | pent's 
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pent's poiſon, the horrid breath: of the in, 
fernal pit was his wanton language; the 
holy Sabbath he ſhamefully profaned, and 
made. it by far the moſt contemptible day 
in tlie week; and thereby declared, he 
had renounced his baptiſm, and had en- 
liſted under the, banner of Lucifer, and 
Satan the generaliſſimo of che apoſtate ar- 

my, who. ſeduced them to vomit out. 
haughty and inſolent blaſphemy. again . 
God, and the faithful ſervants of Jeſus 
Chriſt, the great. Captain, of our: ſalvation Hav 
whoſe watch word is awake! awake! other-M-. 
wiſe the ſons of Anak and the Philiſtines . 
will be upon thee. Bur this man Provi- . 
dence ſuffered to aſſiſt in reforming pub. Non 
lic manners, by exhibiting vice in its ge- th; 
nuine deformity: At lat came the grim 
meſſenger, fierce as ten faries, terrible as 
hell, and took this man priſoner; and then 
came Moſes with a curious looking glaſs, 
in which he ſaw that he muſt be judged 
by the covenant of works, and. that would 
be terrible, for according to that conſlitu- 
tion there is no, room for repentance or 
mercy, though ſought carefully with tears. 
And nowit was as if a man did flee from 
2 lion, and à bear met him; or went into 
1 pieey 5 | the 
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houſe, and leaned his hand on the wall, 
and a ſerpent bit him. Here ſtands his 
monument, like a gibbet erected on the 
roadſide, to deter unthinking youth from 
following an evil courſe of life, with the 
following inſeription: Whoever fees this 
« poctrait in miniature, or reads the hif- 
ar-; tory of this man without improvement, 
ut Me is like a body without life, or a ſoul 
nſt . without thought.” 

| Prythee, merry and heedleſs Gnfualit, 

awake from your ſhameleſs lethargy, and 
not this burial-field, ſtrewed with 
domy tomb-{tones, rotten bones, ſepa- 
rated limbs, and fhattered ſkulls, without 
one ſerious reflection; within a few days 
hy foul will be either in heaven or hell; 

hink now on your ſituation, read your 
haracter on theſe monuments, in the ſe- 
pulchres and afhes of the dead. What 
groan was that I heard? deep groan, in- 
deed. Methinks I fee you lying on a fick 
ved, with quivering limbs and diſtorted 
yes, taking a long farewell of the upper 
rorld; death looks you in the face, and 
aims his arrow at your heart; your eyes 
are conſtantly fixed upon one thing, as if 
ou * death, and heard the dreadful ſen. 
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tence which will fix your ſtate unchangeable; 
when once pronounced, there will be no 
appeal; for were it poſſible that ſaints and 
angels could intercede, or that the ſinner 
could pour out tears as plentiful, as the 
briny. ocean, ſtill the Great, Invariable, and 
Omnipotent Judge will fay, What [ have 
written, I have written. 


Eternity, the various ſentenee paſt, 
Aſſigns the ſever'd throng diſtinct abodes, 

_ Sulphureous, or ambroſial: what enſues, 
The deed predominant, the deed of deeds, 
Which makes a hell of hell, a heav'n of heavn; 

The goddeſs, with determin d aſpect, turus 
Her adamantine key's enormous ſize 

Thro' deſtiny's inextr icable wards, 

Deep driving ev'ry bolt on both their fates: 
Then, from the cryſtal battlements of heav'n, 
Down, down ſhe hurls it thro' the dark profound, 
Ten thouſand thouſand fathoms, there to mh, 

And ne'er unlock her reſolution more. 


r 
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To the memory of the honourable. fair 8 
moraliſt, this monument is erected, whom * 


ages yet unborn ſhall be taught to revereſ g. 
with love and 'gratitude; Her dreſs andi fe. 
modeſt attire was not the ornament of te 
plaiting the hair, or of wearing of gold ri. 
or of putting on of apparel, but the hidden ar 
man of the heart; inthat which is not cor-· be 
ruptible, even the ornament of a meekM ki 
and qulet — which is in the ſight, o bu 


God 
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God of great price. O how unlike the 


true portrait, the light airy attire, the 
mincing trip and ſtretched out neck, the 
muffs, hoods, and vails, the nonſenſical 


head dreſs, the profuſion of ribbons, huge 


hats, bonnets, and gauze, the trinkets and 


jewels, the changeable ſuits of apparel, 
and the wanton volt of the daughter of 
faſhion, who knows not how to Rifle the 
wildneſs of her ambition. 


Without thin decency held up to view, 
Naked ſhe ſtalk'd o'er law and goſpel too. 


But to deſeribe the virtues of the honour- 


able and fair moraliſt, would bea taſk above 
the ſoar of ordinary genius; ſhe was a pat- 
tern to her ſex in every virtue that could 
adorn the moſt finiſhed accompliſhments 
of the mind, the moſt affectionate daugh- 


ter, the fondeſt wife, the moſt indulgent 


mother, the devouteſt Chriſtian, and the 
ſincereſt friend: Her charities were rather 
felt than known, as her tenderneſs promp- 


ted her to make the moſtidiligent enqui- 
ries to find out thoſe ſhe wiſhed to heal, 
and to relieve them with the moſt refined 


benevolence. She opened her mouth with 
kindneſs; her loſs will be deplored by all, 
but by none with more heartfelt ſorrow 


F 2 | than 


1 


than the widow and the orphan, whoſe 
hearts ſhe revived, and who with deep im- 
preſſions of gratitude, with their eyes raiſed 
towards heaven, with alacrity in every fea- 
ture, praiſed the Omnipotent Creator, 
and bleſſed his grnovoun and benevolent 


daughter. 
| The ſtore heav'n lent, her lib'ral bounty ſpread, 
Cloth'd were the naked, and the hungry fed; 
Sav'd by her hand the widow wip'd her eye, 
And th' orphan's breaſt forgot the frequent ſigh. 
O woman! full of pity, patron to relieve, 
The widow never mourn'd, while you had more 


to give. 


Come, all ye fools; who deſpiſe wiſdom 
and inſtruction; come, all ye unhallowed 
libertines, who delight in your ſcorning ; 
and ye, ambaſſadors of ſcandal, ſlander, 
calumny, backbiting, and tale bearing, 
whoſe ways are crooked and froward, 
who forget the covenant of God; and ye 
lank-ſided miſers, who truſt to a ſtaff of a 
broken reed, whereon if a man lean, it 
will go into his hand and pierce it; ye 
who never copld do a generous or worthy 
action all your life, come and gaze with 
admiration. on this plain tomb-ſtone of 
ſiſter Ruth, who merits every attention 
and reſpe&t for her many unſhaken vir- 
tues, uniform conduct, and ccono- 

my; 


191 
ny; being moderate in her own conve- 
niences, but zealous, profuſe, and gene- 
rous in the intereſt of the poor and the 
wretched. She found out anguiſh in re- 
tired concealment, and with a fine ſenſi- 
bility of ſoul, and unwearied perſeverance 
to render the ſick and the indigent com- 
fortable under their infirwities, provided 
cordials, viſited the ſick, clothed the na- 
ked, and fed the hungry, and all without 
oſtentation, as a woman profefling godli- 
neſs. Atter having yanquiſhed a long ſe- 
ries of difficulties, ſhe now reſts ſecure 
from all her labours, and from every miſ- 
fortune. Gracious Providence prepare us 
for that happy world, where true godli- 
neſs ſhall appear in unvailed beauty, where 
Chriſtian charity and mutual love ſhall 
warm every heart, and the kingdom of 
Jeſus be eſtabliſhed for ever in 1 
glory. | 
| 2 
See how their mortal duſt around is ſpr end, | 
See on what carrion hungry brutes are fed. 
Our friends are rotten, and no ſymptoms give 
Of reſtoration or a life to live; 
Bur dare I with deiſtic fools relate, 
There is no final doom, or future ſtate : 
No, all that in the Great Redeemer truſt, 


Believe the Saviour's power to raiſe the duſt; 
-T 3 The 


My ſoul, come meditate ci theſe dead, 


the ſtreet or the turnpike road, as there 


d 66 } | 
The grave ſhall yield, and ſoon diſcloſe her flain, 
And jonah's grave obeys, the wat'ry main: 
All yield their captives at the Lord's command, 
Both ſmall and great ſhall at the judgment land, 
The books, when open, ſhall each deed rejate, 
The joyful ſentence, or the doom of fate. 
Immortal glory ſhall the righteous crown, 
And they with boldneſs ſtand before the throne, 
Now grief and ſorrow take their final flignt, 
And everlaſting day ſucceeds the night; 
A bleſſed foretaſte we by faith receive, 
And hope immortal looks beyond the grave. 
On God's eternal truth let faith rely, 
And all the triumph of the grave defy. . 

In muſing and ruminating among the 
monuments and mementoes, I could not 
help taking notice of many grievances 
and diſagreeable ſingularities in Kelſo 
church-yard, which are nauſeous, and muſl 
hurt the feelings of many individuals; in 
particular, many of the. grievances are dil- 
_ guſting, and baſely odious to gentlemen, 
ſtrangers, and foreigners; for who would 
not be grieved to ſee this ſacred and hal- 

lowed ground, the territories of the dead, 
and tombs of the decealed, where much 


precious duſt lies, not leſs common than 
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are frequently much people paſling and 
repaſſing through and through, every 
part being a common paſſage. This ſcanda- 
lous and prevailing practice of 'trampling 
| upon 
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upon the dead is a reproach to the place, 
and irkſome to many individuals, who 
view with pious indignation, the tombs of 
their forefathers and dear relations di- 
ſturbed and all in deſolation, there being 
no ſtone wall to incloſe the burial ground 
and mouldering remains of the dead, ſo 
that you may frequently ſee horſes and 
horned cattle grazing, and even ſwine 
feaſting among the cloiſters and over the 
bones of dead men, and likewiſe groups 


of boys and girls in the church- yard at 


their ſports and recreations. Could a 
dead man throw back the curtain, and o- 
pen his eyes, how would he be ſurpriſed 
to ſee yonder ſtriplings in gamelume mood 
ſcampering over the bui lal field, ſtrewed 
with death's ſpoils, after a foot ball; and 


to ſee, in another place, yonder yonker 


With 


ſtanding on the croun of his head, 


his heels uppermoſt, among kindr ed and 


acquaintance's ſkulls caſt up at a ſmall 
diſtance; and others, juſt as wiſe, walking 
upon all-fours, with ſome junior brothers 
riding on their backs. Here is the ſchool 
for Vickom; whole legions below ground, 
and a great variety of whimſical charac- 


ters above ground; theſe are emblemati- 
| cal 
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cal figures of the giddy bulk of Mankind, 
who live- as if they thought that when they 
die they have no more future exiſtence 
than the aſhes of a cobweb. This hallowed 
ground is likewiſe the common place for 
boxing and fighting: This is ſo odious a 
ſcene in ſo ſacred a place, that paganiſm 
would be aſhamed of; for all nations, even 


thoſe that have no expectation of the re- 


ſurrection of the dead, have looked upon 
the ſepulchres of their anceſtors as in ſome 
degree ſacred, and not to be violated in- 
decently; but more particularly ought-all 
Chriſtians to ſhew a value forthe body, who 
believe the dead bodies of the ſaints are 
ſtill united to Chriſt, and deſigned for 
glory and immortality at the laſt day, — 
We lee by the facred books, with what pi- 

ous zeal and veneration the patriarchal 
Jews looked upon the ſepulchres of their 


pious anceſtors; they were of a public ſpi- 


rit, and favoured eyen the duſt of Zion: 
But O how humiliating to obſerve in this 

Chriſtian and civilized town, a town which 
has lately made ſo many improvements, the 
burial-field quite neglected, and no re- 
verence ſhewn to the monuments of the 


dead. Here you would: think the vulgar 
anxiouſly 


1 
anxiouſly ſtudied to profane it witli unclean- 
neſs, a grievance this and a nuiſance worſe 
thaa all the former, 10 very unteemly, that 
modeſty forbids to mention, eſpecially about 
the magniticent old abbey, and all around 
the ſkirts of this fpacious burial- ground; 
ſuch uncleanneſs within the church-yard 
is ſufficient to provoke the juſt contempt 
and indignation of all true Chriſtians, 
and the Born and cenſure of all decent 
men, eſpecially when they evidently ſee 
by that ſcripture in the book of Deutero- 
nomy, which commands the uſe of the 
paddle, that God. hated all naſtineſs and 
uncleanneſs. And now, Sir, I have commu- 
nicated to you a deſcription of Kelſo 
church-yard, with too much tediouſneſs I 
fear, and too much confuſion; if you can 
pick out any thing that is in any degree 
entertaining, your pleaſure will ba ſhared 
by your friend, 1 
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Dear Sir, 


N will remember I acquainted you 
4 in my laſt, that the firſt ſtreet in the 
ton of Kelſo as you come from the ſouth, 
is known by the name of the Abbey-cloſe 
at the further end of which you enter in- 
to another known by the name of Bridge. 


ſtreet, in whichthe firſt object which attracts 


your attention | is afinc iron gateon your left ZE 
hand, oppoſite the front of that beautiful 
and delightful manſion I gave you ſome ** 
account of in my firſt letter. This elegant (iy 
hotel is kaown by the name of Ednam. in 
houſe, the front of which bas à fine ay 
appearance, being all curiouſly hewed 0 
by the artiſan's chizzel. Here likewiſe .** 


you have a view, of many emblemarical X 
figures in perfect ymmetry, and many o- .' 
ther pleaſurable ornaments. Oppoſite the 


front of this chearful habitation are two Wh 
commodious gravel waiks, one on each 2 
ſide of a round ſpot of graſs ground, for 


carriages to run * the principal door 
of 


„ 72 
of the magnificent edifice, which foe tor 
bout 100 paces back from the ſtreet; cloſe 
to the ſide of one of theſe gravel walks i 1s. 
a charming little wilderneſs, made up of 
variegated ſhrubs and role buſhes, placed 
about in agreeable diſorder, which gives a 
fine luxuriant appearance to the whole. 

But as E have given you a particular 
account of this elegant manſion, in a for- 
mer letter, I ſhall paſs from it to the 
printing-office, which ſtands eloſe to the 
north ſide of the iron gate in Bridge-ſtreet. 
Here the Britiſh Chr onicle, or Union Ga- 
zette, is publiſhed regularly every Friday 
morning. This weekly paper is very ſer- 
viceable, and contributes much to the plea- 
ſure and information of the gentry both 
in the town and country ; it likewiſe con- 
tributes much to the. improvement, ad- 
vantage, proſperity, and convenience of 
the community at large, as it is the only 
inſtrument of univerſal and genuine intel- 
ligence. _ Adjoining to the printing- office 
is the banking-houſe, or bank of credit, 
where a great deal of money is borrowed 
and lent upon intereſt; for money), they 
ſay, is of a prolific generating nature; 
money can bog money, and its offspring 

OR 
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begets more; five ſhillings turned is ſix, 

turned again it is ſeven and three-pence, in 
and ſo on; the more there is of it, the MWhc 
more it produces every turning, ſo that I 
the profits riſe quick and quicker. But Wh: 
tet us remember, that frugality and œco-· Im 
nomy is not the worſt bank. Here 1 Wit: 
would have my friends and bold adven- Wv! 
turers frequently to remember, that credi- ſci! 
tors are a kind of people that have the an 
ſharpeſt eyes and ears, and the beſt me- WT! 
mories of any in the world. I would 
have them to beware of extravagance, leſt Mac: 
they precipitate themſelves into many dif- 
ficulties, and their friends into complicat- 
ed hardſhips; and to remember how ma- 
ny individuals have fallen into well-me- 
rited contempt, either as a cypher or a 
nuiſance to ſociety; and this have they got 
as a reward for affecting too much worldly 
 gaiety. But O how happy are they who 
have an intereſt in the precious bank of 
faith, an intereſt in Him who governs * 


the diſpenſations of Providence. 
Happy the man that finds the grace, 
The bl<iling of God s choſen race; 
Wiſdom divine, who tells the price : 
Of wiſdom's ceftly merchandiſe ? 
Wiſdom to ſilver we prefer, 
Aud gold is droſs compar d to her. 


Immediately 


r 

x, Immediately you paſs from the bank 
e, Minto an exceeding fine market- place, ſuf- 
1c Mficiently large for the accommodation of 
at 16 or 18,000 people; and all around this 
at Mhandfome ſquare are noble buildings, e- 
o- minent traders, with elegant ſhops. Here 
1 ſtands the counciEhoulſe, or town-hall, 
n- where the ſtent - maſters, - or town coun-- 
i- Wcil frequently meet about public buſineſs, 
he and here they hold their courts of juſtice. 
The principal magiſtrate of the town is 


e- | 
Id the Baillie, who determines their cauſes 
eſt Maccording 10 the laws of the country. 
if. Here I would obſerve what an extenſive. 


bleſſing good and wile magittrates are to 
2 place, when adorned with learning, wif- 
om, integrity, gravity, and univerſal be- 
nevolence towards all. I think it my du- 
y to pay honour to whom honour is due, 
and fear to whom fear; I reverence ma- 
giſtrates for their penetration in ſcrutini- 
zing with ſolemnity every caſe which comes 
efore them. How many cities have felt 
he impartial labours of a worthy magi- 
rate? vice has been ſuppreſſed, and vio- 
ence no more heard in their ſtreets; the 
atherleſs and widow have been tenderly 
protected from the arm of tyrannical 
8 power, 


| 1 
power, which otherwiſe would have cruſſ- ; 
ed them; the poor and aged upheld and 

fed, and timorous virtue encouraged and 

ſtrengthened. This edifice, the town-M 
hall has much the appearance of a church, MM : 
as it has a high ſteeple with a clock, ſimi-f 

lar to thoſe in many churches; the edi- i. 

fice is elevated on ſeveral ſtrong pedeſtals, iſ o 

or ſtone pillars, which makes it very con- p 

venient below the building, eſpecially ono 

their market-day, for butter, cheeſe, fowls, i t; 

* flax, and ſeveral other articles with which 

it is generally well filled. At a ſinall dil 

tance from the council-houſe ſtands the 

principal public inn, ſaid to be the moſt 
elegant and commodious inn, for nobility 

4 gentry, between Edinburgh and 3 

don. In this large ſquare they regularly 

hold their public market on Friday, when 
there are always a very great number of 
reſpectable farmers, for the purpoſe of buy: 
ing and felling corn and cattle, with 
which this country and neighbourhood all 
greatly abounds. Could I give you pri 
proper idea of this pleaſant village, and po; 


its admirable ſituation, with a view of im 
| plentiful market, it would afford you a cuMWric! 
- rious entertainment, and you would comWwh 
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11 
pare it to the garden of Eden, or the Land 
of Promite, flowing with milk and honey: 
Suffice it to ſay, here is a market well fur- 
niited with every neceflary; and here you 
may frequently ſee not leſs than 6 or 7000 
people aſſembled for the purpoſe of buy- 


ing and telling proviſions, and various kinds 


of merchandize. Here is plenty of bread, 
plenty of butter, plenty of cheeſe, plenty 
of fowls, plenty of vegetables, with plen- 
ty of excellent fruit—theſe are delicious 
morſels for the rich; and here are great 
plenty of good oatmeal, and prodigious 
quantities of excellent potatoes and theſe 
are not leſs delicious proviſions for the 
poor. This market of Kelſo is likewiſe 
well ſupplied with excellent fiſh, notwith- 
ſtanding: the town is more than 20 miles 
from the ſea; yet here you may have plen- 
ty of fine freſh ſalmon, cod, codlings, 
haddocks, ſkait, and the fineſt and beſt 
cured ling, with plenty of freſh herrings, 
all of the beſt quality. Here is another 
principal advantage the inhabitants of this 
populous town enjoys, which. adminiſters 
much comfort both to the poor and the 
rich, viz. the great plenty of coals, with 
vhich the town of Kelſo is furniſhed, and 
G 2 _ the” 


tw 


theſe likewiſe at the cheapeſt rate, conſi. 
dering they are all brought from the col. 
lieries in the Engliſh border, about 16 or 
17 miles from Kello; yet, notwithſtand- 
ing, it is aſtoniſhing to ſee how this mar. 
ket is furniſhed with that neceſſary article, 
inſomuch that here they are frequently 
ſold at the rate of one penny the ſtone, 
and ſometimes even cheaper. View and 
review, O my ſoul, this plentiful market 


as the gift of God, and learn the leſſon of 


love and gratitude to the generous be- 
nefactor; and vaunt not thyſelf thou vain 
epicure, who eateth and drinketh Iuxuri- 
ouſly every day; remember it is God that 


maketh poor, and maketh rich; it is he 


that bringeth low and lifteth up. And 0 


ye true ſervants of Jeſus, to whom my 
heart is happily united, it may be you 


experience extreme poverty and an empty 


cupboard at home, remember it is through 


runs cloſe by the ſouth ſide: of Kelſo, there 


much tribulation you muſt enter the 92 
dom of God. 1 

But ſee another great a vantage this 
highly favoured town enjoys, viz. great 


plenty of fine freſh water; for, beſides the 


convenience of the river Tweed, which 


are 


. 


IN 

are ſeveral wells of fine water, | conve- 
niently ſituated in different parts of the 
town; and theſe are all curiouſly ineloſed 
with hewn ſtone, ſo that no place can be 
better ſituated for that [diſtinguiſhing pri- 
vilege. Neither can any place be better 
ſupplied with excellent bread, there not 
being fewer than 14 or 15 bakers. in the 
town, who generally have good encou- 
razement as a reward for their frugal in- 
duſtry. Here are likewiſe a large and ex- 
tenſive brewery, conveniently ſituated near 
the ſide of the river, where all kinds of 
malt liquor are made, perhaps inferior to- 
none in Scotland or England, except the 
London porter. And here it is amazing 
to ſee the great number of public houſes; 
theſe you may call a public nuiſance, and 
a public misfortune, not only in this, 
town, but ſo in general throughout che king- 
dom. But we ſee with pleaſure, his Ma- 
jeſty's proclamation and Lord Sydney 's. 
letter have induced the magiſtrates in al- 
molt every county in England, to be par- 
ticularly. cautious in granting licenſes- to! 
public houſes. Would, to God the magi- 
would. follow the 1 necellang example!: 
5 2 5 3 . 
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houſes are deſtructive of good order and 


men's children, journeymen, labourers, 


pany is great, and the eee quite in-. 


philoſophical obſervations, and proceed to 


* ] 
The exertion of ſuch prudence — 
prevent much miſchief, as many of theſe 


morality; eſpeeially the ſhabby tippling 
ale-houſes, who will entertain any compa- 
ny; no matter whether they be honeſt 


fervants, or apprentices ; no matter who is 
affected by their idle and diforderly con- 
duct. With what earneſtneſs would I re- 
commend to all young people, not to fre- It 
quent theſe pernicious places of entertain- a 
ment, as nothing ſinks ſo gently and yet ſo t! 
deeply into young minds. as example; and li 
there the ſpreading contagion of bad com. i cl 


glor! ious. ne 
But this ſubject I. leave to your own 


give you an account of their butcher-mar- 
ket, which is very conveniently ſituated 
at a: ſmell diſtance from the market- place, 
in one of the ſtreets, incloſed with a high 
wall; about 16 or 18 feet. high, which 
makes it very. convemient, being nicely 
contrived; with minute exactneſs, for the 
eat plenty of excellent meat of the beſt 
une wich e it is generally - well 
| ſtocked. 


1 
ſtocked. The butchers here always 2 at- 


eſe MM tend their buſineſs with unwearied aſſidui- 
nd ty and diligent care, ſo that this market is 
ng che admiration, and affords much enter- 
pa- ¶ tainment to all ſtrangers, for its plentiful 
zeſt and ſtriking appearance, eſpecially on 
their mar ket-day ; ; as. bere you , may fre- 


quently ſee 30 er 40 fine bullocks, and 
lkewiſe a very great number of fine ſheep, 
lambs, calves, and hogs, all ſufſpended by 
the heels, below ſhades lined with wood. 
un- and covered with flates, fo that nothing of 
- fo fl the kind can be more convenient. It has 
mad likewiſe a well of water, for keeping all 
m · ¶ clean, and nicely contrived with ſtrong 

in- doors. to ſhut all up over night. This 

market, which excites the admiration of 

all ſtrangers, as the moſt convenient and 

beſt furniſhed. of any in any ſmall town, 

either. in Scotland or England, is the pro- 
perty of his Grace the Duke of Roxburgh, 
for which IL underſtand the butchers pay 
a very moderate. rent. Thus, Sir, I have 
given as plain and undiſguiſed a view as 
poſſible of i ſome privileges and particular, 
advantages. the people of Kelſo _—_ 


The air is healthy, and the water is good, 


ne, fupplied with excellent food: 
„ Their 


F -%@+ Þ 
Their poultry is good, and the ve getables fine, 
So. a Amon may be dreſt oy | a | Sul tan to dine. 


EBENEZ ER @ LAZARUS. 


i YL. 

Dear Sir, 
HERE is no town in the ſouth of 
Scotland, or the north of England, 

has made more rapid progreis in popula- 
tion for twenty or thirty years back than 
the townof Kelſo. The houſesſince that pe- N to 
riod are moſtly new and elegant, the 
ſtreets all new paved, the people gay and Ine 
polite, and even their ſervant maids more lf ge 

neatly . dreſſed than formerly the better . 
ſort of inhabitants wives were. The whole of th, 
of the town does not exceed four or ve hun- N wi. 
dred dwelling houſes, which all hold under Nof 
= his Grace the Duke of Roxburgh, to whom Nye. 
= the Lordſhip and Earldom of Kelſo be- eie 
longs. The town conſiſts of five or ſix Who 
ſtreets, which. all center in à large and e- Whei 
legant market-place. | Beſides their week- Wor: 


| Wy markets, they. have. two fairs. in the | 
| year, 
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year, one in ſummer, the other in the be- 


| cinning of winter; cheſe two fairs differ 


very little from their market, except in the 
quantity of hories and horned cattle, 
which are not in their weekly market. — | 
Here they have an annual meeting of no- 
biliry and gentry about the beginning of 
October, for horſe races; at the ſame time 
the Caledonian Hunt frequently meets - 
here, which conſiſts of 60 members, 17 of 
whom are noblemen, 11 baronets, and the 
others moſtly gentlemen of large. eſtates. 
The uniform of the hunt is a ſcarlet 
frock coat, green neck, - plain ſilver but- 
tons, a horn in ſilver, with a ſmall fox in 
gold on the left fide. The meeting is ge- 
nerally very full, moſt of the nobility and 
gentry in the neighbourhood attending: 
During the time of this grand meeting, 
there are balls for the ladies. Here like- 
wiſe the Honourable and Noble Bowmen 
of the Border meet ſeveral times in the 
year, for amuſing themſelves with the an- 
cient and ſpirited exereiſe of ſhooting with 
bow and arrow, the ſituation of the town 
being exceedingly well adapted for ſuch 


grand meetings. 


Here they have a genteel lodge of Free 
and 
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ſhoemakers, ſkinners, and hammermen, 
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12 | 
and Accepted Maſons, who aſſemble regu: 
larly on St John's day, and walk in pro- 
ceſſion through the ſtreet to the great inn, 
where an elegant entertainment is provid. 
ed for them. Here are likewile ſeveral o- 
ther ſocieties, who conduct themſelves with 
ſpirit and unanimity; among theſe are five 
incorporatedtrades*, viz. tailors, weavers, 


who have likewiſe a meeting once a year, 
with a view to check any diſorder in its 
infancy, and to prevent any from vio- 
hating the privileges of their corporations; 
and here their diſcernment 1s generally 


tradeſmen are numerous, and on ſuch oc- 
caſions are all genteelly dreſſed out in their 
belt clothes; each trade, along with their 
deacon, who is the . repreſentative of the 
corporation, walks in proceſſion through 
the ſtreets, with a grave and ſettled ſolem- 
nity in their countenances; each being at- 
tended with . muſic, and their different 
flags, decorated with well adjuſted orna- 
' ® Beſides theſe five trades, which are united under 
the conveenery, there are other two corporations 
in the town, viz. the merchant company, and the but- 


chers; the former having a treaſurer, and the latter a 
deacon at their head. | TY; 


ments, 


L 83% ] 
ents, diſplayed in triumph before them. 


The procellions being over, and their buſi- 


ets ended, the evening is ſpent with 
much chearfulneſs and feſtivity, which con- 
fiſts in good eating and drinking. May 
hey long enjoy good ſuccels, and poſſeſs 
xrudence to accompliſh their meaſures, 
hat they maybe a Raben for” ein 
ages to emulate! £147 eee 

Beſides theſe five corporations, it is 
ich much fatisfaftion I can give you an 
account of ſeveral other patriotic aſſocia- 
tions in the town of Kelſo, each of them 
productive of much good. The firſt I ſhall 
mention is one eſtabliſhed for the ſuppor t 
of widows and orphans; this truly patrio- 
tic aſſociation has the deſignation of the 
Gardeners Society, as feveral perſons 
of that occupation, ſome years ſince, came 
to the humane reſolution of torming them- 


ſelves into a ſociety, in order to eſtabliſh, 


by a quarterly ſubſcription, a permanent 
fund adequate to the relief of their own” 
widows and : orphans; and ſome gentle- 
men in the neighbourhood of Kelſo, with 
principles of compaſſion, and a genuine 
refinement of underſtanding, have gene- 
en given ther patronage .and aſliſt- 

8 ance 


ance towards carrying this virtuous and 
noble inſtitution into the moſt ample exe- 
cution. Such public principles of chari. 
ty ought to be viewed with the ſincereſt 
veneration, as the molt illuſtrious orna- 
ments of any place. This numerous and 
honourable ſociety bas likewiſe an annual 
meeting, for attending to every circum- 
ſtance reſpecting their paternal and hu - 
mane ſoeiety; their general rendezvous is 
in the town-houſe of Kelſo, from which 
place they all walk in proceſſion, attend- 
ed by muſic, with a beautiful garland of 
variegated and delightful flowers carried 
before them, to the great inn, where an e- 
legant entertainment is provided for them, 
And let them eat their bread with joy, 
and drink their wine with a me rry heart, 
for with ſuch. —— God is well bas 
el. 
And now, O Loh God, 7 e diſpo- 
ſer of all things, who halt promiſed to be 
the guardian of widows and orphans, thou 
| ſheweſt loving-kindnets unto | thouſands: 
The great, the mighty God, the Lord: of 
| Hoſts is his name; great in . counſel, and 
mighty in work; for thine eyes are upon 
all e ways of the ſons of men, to give 
every 


t 
nd every one according to his ways, and ac- 
ce-Ml cording to the fruit of his doings. I 
ri · N moſt humbly beſeech thee to hear the im- 
eſt perfect petitions of thy ſervant, u hich com- 
aa: N ech not out of feigned lips. Let the bleſ- 
nd ſings of thy providence confer ſignal 
aal marks of favour and protection towards 
m- chis valuable and humane eſtabliſhmenr, 
w-M and let their funds be inexhauſtible; let 
is them be like the widow's barrel of meal, 
ich and cruiſe of oil; and let me remember 
d- what my buſineſs is, even to be fruitful; 
of and may that word ever ſound in my ear, 
ied and dwell upon my heart: Herein is my 
e- F ather gloritied, that I bear much fruit. 
m. Did I not fear I would exhauſt your pa- 
Dy, tience, u ention ot] two bene- 
rt, Mvolent and humane inſtitutions, ſimilar in 
af. their article to each other: Theſe are 
called the Friendly and the United Soci- 
po- Meties, which are inſtructive deſignations, 
be each of them being a ſuitable magazine 
ou for che ſeaſonable relief of their own mem- 
ds: bers. Wich ſentiments of tenderneſs and 
of affection, many of the inhabitants of Kel- 


nd, viz. manufacturers, tradeſinen, and o- 
on hers, ſome years ſince came likewiſe to 
ive 


the humane reſolution of forming them- 
ä H ſelves 
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volved ! in poverty and wretchedneſs du. 
ring indiſpoſition, whether rendered unfi 


of the United Societies, in conſequence 0 
their own arcicles, are entitled to ſo much 


titled to the weekly allowance, How eat 
neſtly would I recommend to all, the en 
couragement and example of theſe and a 
ſuch ene ſocieties, ſo wiſe in thei 
| contrivance, and to ſuitable to promot 

the comfort of individuals; ſuch true prin 
| 3 2 of fine benevolence wil rejoice th 


| „ 
ſelves i into ſocieties, in order to prevent 2. 
ny of their own members from being in- 


for employment by ſickneſs or accident, 
So that the invalids of the Friendly and 


weekly out of the funds, according as their 
circumſtances may require; ſome two ſhil. 


lings and ſixpence, ſome four ſhilling), 
and others 11x ſhillings. per week; there pe 
fore particular members in diſtreſs receiv ft. 
very eminent ſervice. . But let it be re TR 
- membered, that every perſon who appli t 


to be a member of any of theſe worthy ne 
ſocieties, muſt not only poſlets an irre- 
| proachable character, but hg muſt likewiſ: 
maintain a cautious regularity and dec 
rum i in his conduct afterwards, otherwil 


he forfeits the benefit of and 1 is not en 


to 


he 
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in. 
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heart of all who wiſh well to the induſtri- 
ous poor. And now, thou All-wiſe Su- 
perintendant of all things, viſible or invi- 
ſible, the abſolute diſpoſer of all eveuts, 
who teacheſt man knowledge, and whole 
inſpiration*giveth him underſtanding, may 
it pleale thee to direct the managers in 
the management of theſe friendly ſocie- 
ties; and let them never want men of abi- 
lities, to ſuggeſt what may be of real ad- 
vantage to theix benevolent inſtitutions; 
and way I be directed in the path of my 
particular vocation, to fill up ſome uſeful 
ſation of life. Farewell, my friend; how 
it rejoices me to think, that the ſame road 
tbat leads you to witdom will land you in 
heaven. 


EBENEZER LAZ ARUS. 


LETTER VII. 


Dear Sir, 


Am now to give you an account of one 
more ſociety, or brotherhood, in the 
town of Kelſo, which conſiſts of farmers? 

&. T% ſervants, 


on hoſtilities, and putting themſelves in a 


B , 
ſervants, ploughmen, huſbandmen, or whip. 
men, call them what you pleaſe, - Thele 


hufbandmen are likewiſe incorporated in- 


to a ſociety among themſelves: But the 
principles of the aſlociation I cannot com- 
municate, as their articles are a ſecret, 
and the advantages of the ſociety à myſte- 
ry to every one but the brotherhood; 
therefore I ſhall content myſelf with giving 
you a plain and circumſtantial account of 
their meeting which they hold once a year, 
tor the purpoſe of merriment and divert- 
ing themſelses; and you cannot imagine 
what a brilliant appearance they make 


upon thele occaſions, being all finely dre: 


ſed out in their beſt clothes, and adorned 
with great bunches of beautiful ribbons 
on the crown of their head, which hang 
down all over their ſhoulders like ſo ma- 
ny ſtreamers. With this fantaſtical finery 
the Society of Whipmen and Ploughmen 
are aſſembled on the day of their annual 
meeting by the beating of a drum, when 
they all repair to the market-place, well 
mounted upon fine horſes, armed with 
large clubs and great wooden hammers, 
all in military form, vigorouſſy intent up- 


ſtate 


„„ 


ſtate of defence. Perhaps the oddity of 
this may appear to you ſingular, and now 
methinks I hear you enquiring, What gar- 
rilon, or what fortification, are they to at- 
tack? or what regiment of dragoons are 
approaching? Can you believe it, Sir, that 
all this nonſenſical and pompous prepara- 
tion is for no leſs an enterprize than the 
deſtruction of a poor ſimple gooſe, and 


the cruel death of a cat. If the enter- 


prize is ignoble, the way of conducting it 
is ſtill more ſhameful; for, being all aſ-- 
ſembled about 11 o'clock forenoon, they 
proceed to a common field, about half a 
mile from the town, attended all the way: 
with muſic, and an undiſciplined rabble 
of men, women, and children, for the pur- 
poſe of viewing the merriment of a cat- in 
barrel, which is highly eſteemed by many 
for excellent ſport. The generaliſſimo of 
this regiment of whipmen, who has the 
honourable ſtile and title of My Lord,. a- 
long with the brotherhood, being all ar- 
rived. at the place of rendezvous, decorat-- 
ed with the fatal emblems of war, the mu- 
ſic playing, the drum beating, and ther 
flag waving in the air, all things being 
adjuſted, the poor timorous cat is put in- 

H 3, to. 
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to a barrel partly ſtuffed with foot, and il < 
then hung up between two high poles, u t 
on a erols beam, below which all theſe t 
maſculine heroes ride in ſucceſſion, one It 
after another, beſieging poor puſs with 
their large clubs and wooden hammers, 
The barrel, after many a frantic blow, be- 
ing broken, the wretched animal makes y 
her reluctant appearance, amidſt a great ſ 
concourſe of ſpectators, who. ſeem to en- Ne. 
joy much pleaſure at the poor animal 
ſhocking figure; then down ſhe leaps from 
the ſoory barrel among the impious rab- 
ble, when her life and miſery is termi- 
nated by barbarous cruelty. am even 
grieved to the heart in giving you an ac- 
count of this odious piece of folly, which 
I have been an eye witneſs of with ſecret 
indignation. Attribute it not to falſe dif: 
cernment, curious ſpectator, if I call this Wſ w 
barbarous conduct, infernal perſecution; I br 
and you, the cruel tormentors, the ſcorn |lſ| ſti 
of mankind, and the ſavages of Kelſo.— er 
From ſuch company, and ſuch a ſoctety, i- 
the good Lord deliver us! for there are ei 
none, in my opinion, more impious, or W. 
infamous, than thoſe who can take plea- A. 


dure 1 in the miſeries of a dumb creature. th 
Such 


iz” 38 

Such vices are unmanly, as well as unchriſ- 
tian. All that are guilty of them, proclaim - 
cdetten en to be the lervants of their father 

the devil. . | 1% 9015 

The cat in the barrel exhibits ſach a farce, oy 
That he who ean reliſh it is worſe than an-aſs. 
The Lord have mercy and reſcue my 
young friends! How dangerous is it to aſ- 
ſociate with fuch perſons, in diverſions or 
converſation? They may be greatly injured 
in ſolid worth, without proper Ty 

of judgment. 

The cruel brotherhood, for I can call 
them no better, having ſacrificed this uſe- 


ful and domeſtic animal to the idol of 


cruelty, they next gallantly and with great 
heroiſm proceed with their ſport, to the 
deſtruction of a poor ſimple gooſe, which 
is next hung up by the heels, like the 
worſt of malefactors, with a convulſed 
breaſt, in the moſt pungent diſtreſs, and 
ſtruggling for liberty; but, alas! by its 
embarraſſed ſituation, the innocent victim 
is expoſed to the unjuſt aſſaults of a mer- 
eileſs and profligate ſociety, who treat her 
without the leaſt tenderneſs or compaſſion. 
And now this beautiful bird, whoſe fea- 
thers are ſo uſeful and ſo univerſally e- 
ſteemed 


ſteemed by all mankind for their elegance 


7 


and fineneſs, falls a ſacrifice to its crue| 


tormentors, who are ſtill under the. influ- 
ence of downright phrenzy, marching all 


in ſucceſſion one after another, each in his 


turn taking a barbarous pluck at the head, 
quite regardleſs of its miſery; when, after 
the miſerable creature has received many 


a rude twitch, the head is carried away; 


and now the blood, flowing from the neck 
of the wretched victim, exhibits a tragical 
and ſhocking ſpectacle, exemplifying at 
once the | profligacy and wickedneſs, of 
theſe: invincible heroes, theſe couragious 
and intrepid conquerors of cats and geeſc! 
O. gracious Providence! what wanton 
impious pleaſure! what a phenomenon 
of cruelty! what ſports and recreations! 
We hope there is no precedent exiſting 


of a ſimilar nature; we likewiſe hope that 


none will be induced to follow. their per- 
nicious example. 


How awful are the exhibitions of. their ſports, 
They plainly ſhew they are not theep, but goats! 


After having finiſhed their ſacrifice to 


Moloch, curſed king, they conclude their 
ſports with a clumſy horle race or two, 


and then return back to the town to feat 
upon 


x 
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upon the ſacrifice, and to finiſh the day 
with a libation to Bacchus. What deliri- 
um hath blinded their eyes? Ye who act 
the tyrant over dumb creatures, think how 
ſhort-lived your power may be, and uſe it 
with moderation and juſtice, as the re- 
preſentatives of Him who put this power 
into your poſſeſſion, and bids you employ 
it for his glory, and the good of his crea- 
tures, who are under his eye and fed from 
his hand; but an inviſible ſword may now 
be pointed to your own boſom, and the 
omniporent arm that manages it may be 
ready to give the fatal blow. 

Who could believe that people whoſe 
diverſions are ſo cruel, are, notwithſtand- 
ing, inhabitants of a rown remarkable for 
humanity and benevolent diſpoſitions. — 
You may ſee by my laſt, that the people 
of Kelſo poſſeſs many and noble virtues; ' 
and by the account I have juſt now given, 
you will plainly ſee that they poſſeſs foi- 
bles and vices equally great; ſo that one 
ſometimes ſecs in the ſame character a ve- 
ry ſtrange contraſt: For, is it not aſtoniſh- 
ing to ſee in the fame people ſentiments 
and inclinations ſo very diametrically op- 


FO No people in the world ſeem to be 
Poſſeſſed 
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poſſeſſed of a finer ſenſibility than the 
people of Kelſo, as their liberality to the 
poor and the indigent, on every occaſion, 


is almoſt incredible. This obſervation © 
might be ſupported by many examples, il 
and it will be illuſtrated by a circumſtance ; 


Jam juſt now going to relate, which hap. 
pened ſoon after I came to the place. As 
ſome workmen and: labourers were dig- 
ging near the foundation of an old build. 
ing, ſome part of the wall fell down, and 
by this ſuddenneſs of che fall three or four il 
of the men were miſerably cruſhed to 
death. By this ſhocking misfortune the“ 
ſurviving relations became the objects of 
a generous ſy mpathy; and to prevent the 
poor widows and orphans from being 0 
verwhelmed in miſery and poverty by thi 
accident, immediately a collection was 
made through the town for their relief 
when no leſs a ſum than 20l. was in a 
very few hours collected for that purpoſe. 
This you know was the very beſt conſola. 
tion which a ſympathizing and humane 
people could adminiſter on ſuch an occa- 
ſion. This benevolent and humane dif 
poſition is not confined to the wealthy and 
the rich; in ſhort, they all. ſeem to fee 

| | WItl 
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with a fine ſenſibility for the poor and the 
indigent, inſomuch that 1 have frequently 
known even the ſervant maids chearfully 
make a collection among themſelves, to 
promote the comfort of individuals in di- 
ſtreſs. Therefore, from the character of 
the people in general, I would willingly 
hope that thoſe gentlemen whipmen 'miſ- 
ind. take their cruel ſports inadvertently, and 
without proper conſideration. Happy 


dur! ould T think myſelf, if I could ſuggeſt 
toll any thing to rectify their miſtake, as a ve- 
telly little ingenuity would eaſily furniſh 
o chem with more innocent diverſions than 


chel che deſtruction of a gooſe and the cruel 
death of a cat. Here it is but juſtice to 
add, this ſight, which has long been too 
ſhocking to humanity, was, at their laſt 
lief (annual meeting, left off; and we hope it 
will be for ever dcontiviled, as there are 
ſome of the preſent members diſtinguiſhed 
„la. by the purity of their virtues, men of a 
quick diſcernment and a good underſtand- 
Ing, who 'are animated with the admira- 
dil tion of that Gracious Being, who has all e- 
vents in his ſovereign hand, and whoſe 
tender mercies are over all ag works. 


EBENEZER LAZAR os. 


LE ＋ * R VIII. i} 


mo n 
Dear IN 2 = 


Begin to be fo well acquainted with 
the town of Kelſo, as to be able to give 
you a particular account of every thing 
that is worth your attention in the place 
The merchants here make a very conſider- 
able figure, and ſeem generally to under 
ſtand how to enjoy their importance; on- 
obſerves an air of plenty and affluence 
even among the meaneſt ſhopkeepers.— 
Here are likewiſe many learned lawyers, 
who have all the appearance of good ſuc- 
1 ceſs, notwithſtanding in all caſes where 
the cauſe of action amounts to more that 
forty ſhillings, the ſuit cannot be proſecui 
0 before the Baillie, who is their chie 
magiſtrate. Here I would earneſtly re 
commend co all, as much as poſſible, to 
prevent frivolous and vexatious law ſuits 
as it is often running the riſk of danger 
. ous hunting; eſpecially as you know ther: 
are not a few, who either by way of ban 
ter, or who indeed are weak enough to 


think in reality there i is no ſuch thing a 
al 
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an honeſt lawyer, like as they do by a 

church warden, though perhaps ever ſo 
juſt, or ſo honeſt a man, yer calumny will 
not ſtick to ſay he cats and drinks the mo- 
ney of the poor. Upon the whole, it mult 
be confeſt, human nature is frail, yet it is 
by no means juſt' or equicable to accuſe 
the innocent with the guilty. 
= Here is in the town of Kelſo a diſpenſa- 
ry for the afflicted poor, where phyſicians 
preſcribe for nothing, and by the good 
providence of God, the medicines are giv- 
en without, money and without price. — 
This humane inſtitution, I underſtand, 
owes Its beginning to an honourable lady 
in the neighbourhood ; who, for her ma- 
ny intrinſic - virtues, is equalled by few, 
and excelled by none. Here are likewiſe 
two very fine libraries, each conlifting of 
an excellent collection of valuable Locks! 
heſe libraries are the private property of 
he gentry of the town and country in 
and about Kelſo, 

In ſhort, here are many conveniencies, 
Il calculated to promote the advantage 
of the community at large; yet, alas! 
ere you may find much idleneſs, and 
great profligacy, inſomuch that a ſtranger 

| might 
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people s property; and let the * 
of the goſpel lift up their voice Iike a trum- 
pet, againſt miſpending that day in idle- 
neſs, ſports, or recreations; and let maſ- 
ters and miſtreſſes of families inſiſt upon 
their children and ſervants regularly at- 
tending on divine worſhip, as an early 
habit to virtue, it is hoped, will fix in 
the minds of youth ſuch principles of in- 
tegrity, frugal and temperate honeſty, as 
will in a great meaſure deſtroy that 
profligacy of manners now too common 
in early life. This the young, the gay, 
the faſhionable world may laugh at; and 
you cannot imagine what multitudes of 
faſhionable people there are in this place; 
as a proof of this, you can ſcarcely go in- 
to a ſtreet, but you may ſee a ſign, with 
the name of ſuch and ſuch a one, hair- 
drefſer from London: But is it not aſto- 
niſhing to ſee thele geniuſes hazarding 
their everlaſting all, for a very ſmall tem- 
poral convenience, in their notorious pro- 
fanation of the Lord's day, and in a dar- 
ing defiance to Omnipotence, who hath 
ſaid, Six days ſhalt thou labour and do all 
thy work, but on the Sabbath of the Lord 
thy God thou ſhalt not do any work ; yet, 
. 0 | not- 


. 
notwithſtanding, their conduct plainly 
ſheweth, that they deſpiſe the power of 
the Almighty, and magnif7 themſelves a- 
gainſt the great law-giver, by their gene- 
ral practice every Sabbath morning, {kulk- 
ing from houſe to houſe, with mean ſervi- 
lity, about their worldly employment, like 
ſhabby jugglers, aſhamed to be ſeen of 
men. Their conduct is quite unſeemly, 
and a grievance to all true Chriſtians, 
Who view the holy Sabbath not only ne- 
glected, but ſhamefully : and undecently pro- 


-faned. All I ſhall ſay at preſent i is, that he 


wants a perpetual entertainment who ne- 
glects the holy Sabbath, ſo kind aninſtitution 
to mankind, a bleſſed and ſeaſonable re- 
laxation to the wearied body, but a far more 
bleſſed opportunity to the immortal ſoul, 

Here is another prevailing vice, 
quite obvious to every common ob- 
ſerver, viz. unbridled intemperance and 
ſenſuality: Bur here I beg leave to re- 
mind you, that this is far from the charac- 
rer of the people in general; neither do! 


wiſh to inſinuate any ſuch thing, as no- 


thing can be farther from my ideas, and 
yet the aſſertion is far too common in the 
place. This practice of intemperance 
f ſtagnates 


11 

ſtagnates all the powers of reaſon, ſtifles 
f WW the feeble operations of conſcience, turns 
men into refined brutes, and makes them 
- I entirely regardleſs of immortality; and 
- If naturally begets in many ſuch habits of 
i. idleneſs, with a train of other evils which 
c iſ bear ſway, that it is ſcarcely credible how 
f if often the public tranquility has been di- 
„ſturbed by helliſh riot and laſciviouſneſs. 
3, It is ſport, ſaith one; we were more than 
e- half ſeas over, faith a ſecond; it was bad 
company drew me, faith a third; and to 
e {peak the truth, the plague is not ſüch a 
e- I miſerable fire-brand, and is not more con- 
n I tagious than bad company; It poiſons in- 
C- ſenſibly ; beſides it is our natural diſpoſi- 
don to ſuck in the breath of corrupt ſo- 
l. ciety. But miſerable is that man who 1s 
e, Nat the diſpoſal of ſuch company, who has 
bone ear only, and one noſe to be led by, 
debut neither eyes nor brains of his own. 
e- That was a good ſtory, whether real or 
C- invented, of the devil tempting a young 
Iman to murder his father; no, no, ſaid 
the young man, that is quite unnatural. 

d Why then, faid the devil, go and lie 
1c WW with your mother; no, no, {aid the young 
e man, that is quite abominable. Well, 
8 | ” well, 
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well, then, ſaid Sir Devil, if you will do 
nothing elſe to oblige me, go and get 
yourſelf drunk; aye, aye, ſaid the fellow, 
J will do that. So he went and. made 
himſelf drunk as a ſwine, and when he 
was drunk, he murdered his father, and 
lay with his mother. O my ſoul, and 0 
my young friend, the world may for a 

while ſmile enchantingly; but let us re- 
member the rockineſs of the heart, the 
frowardneſs of diſpoſition, and the- rank- 
neſs of corruptions. Let us not forbear 
to offer up, every night and every morn- 
ing, fervent ſupplications to that God who 
alone can give eyes to ſee, and ears to 
hear, that we may follow the paths of pi- 
ety and religion. Adieu, my dear Sir, 
and let us conſider where we are, in a 
ſhattered and diſordered world, ſurround- 


ad by evil men and evil ſpirits. 
EBENEZER LAZARUS, 


LETTER 


Dear Sir, 


VERY one is 5 ſufficiently enſible, that 


. nothing makes ſuch. an: impreſſion, or 
ſinks 
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lo ſinks ſo gently and ſo deeply. into young 
et minds as example; and what ill they either o- 
v, verlook or indulge in themſelves, they can- 
je not but diſlike, and be aſhamed of you 
je it is ſet before them in another. As it 
d has pleaſed the Divine Providence to 5 
O point me one of your guardians and tu- 
a tors, I with to ſet before you ſome beacon 
e- er ſea marks, that when you come to- 
je launch into the deep, you may not be like 
- one at ſea without a line or compaſs; but: 
may have ſome notice beforchand of the 
+- | rocks. and ſhoals, the currents and quick- 
o fands, that you may know a little how to 
o ſteer, that you may not link before you 
i- have got experience; for vice, according 
r, to the general complaint, ripens ſo fait; 
a and runs up to ſeed ſo early, in young 
|- | people, that it is impoſſible to keep a young 
man from the ſpreading contagion, if he 
is ventured abroad in the world among 
the herd by; himſelf, and truſted to chance 
or his own. inclination for the choice of 
his company. Give me leave, therefore, 
to adviſe you to:be very nice in, the choice 
of your companions, or what books. you 
read. I have often obſerved, with no 
r mall degree of ſorrow, how. muchitime is 
5 1614 | | | ſpent. 
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ſpent, or rather miſpent, in reading novels, 
fables, plays, and romances, full of ridicu- 
lous folly, which has no foundation in 
truth. What good can be expected, when 
the mind is filled and — wu ſuch 
ſort of romances? 

Since my laft I have been ruminating 
on the ſocial principles of ſympathy and 
compaſſion, which operate with ſuch ex- 
tenſive energy, wiſdom, and goodneſs, in 
relieving the afflicted. I cannot leave this 
topic of reflection, without giving you a 
ſhort and true account of the preſent ſitu- 
ation of the pariſh poor, on the north 
ſide of the Tweed, who, upon the ſtrict- 
eſt enquiry, appear to be ſtrangely over- 


looked. This I cannot paſs over in ſilence, 


eſpecially as I have frequently been an eye 


witneſs of their wretched ſituation. If 


to be almoſt ſmothered with uncleanneſs 
in deplorable. cottages, and in want of e- 
very neceſſary of life, be wretchedneſs, i it 
is theirs. O juſtice! O mercy! it is im- 
poſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe, when it is 
conſidered, that an old man or old wo- 
man, perhaps ſeventy or eighty years old, 
or a forlorn and diſconſolate widow, with 
twoor three or phans,haveno moreallowance 

fron 
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from the pariſh than ten pence or one ſhil- 
ling per week. This odious penury of 
parijh allowance is ſufficient to make all 
the diſcerning part of men ſtand aghaſt, 
who have the leaſt tender compaſſion in 
their boſoms, or ſpunk of goodneſs, o 


ſpark of humanity in their breaſts; ie 


cially when they conſider the dearneſs of 
proviſions and lodgings. In the bitter- 
neſs of grief, I go about to ſpeak unto 
them who ſhall hereafter read this confuſ- 
ed writing. O juſtice! O gracious Pro- 
vidence! this ſhocking neglect of the pa- 
riſn poor muſt be the effect of ignorance 
or falſe diſcernment, or what is ſtill worſe, 
quite contrary to the feelings and. private 
conviction of thoſe gentlemen to whom it. 
belongs, by the laws of humanity, and by 
the wiſe laws of this country, to ſupport 
with due attention all. thoſe poor who are, 
by the viſitation of God, rendered unfit 
for employment, whether by ſickneſs, old 
age, or childhood; yet, notwithſtanding 
the many great and wealthy. heritors in 
Scotland, and even thoſe in the pariſh of 
Kelſo, remarkable for large poſſeſſions, 
rank, and fortune, to whom it belongs to 
take cogniſance of and. apply the diſtreſ- 

ted 
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ed and induſtrious poor, yet, alas! they 
are much neglected, and thereby render- 
ed deſtitute, more than half-ſtarved and t 
wretched. This is a reproach to the 
place, a burden and a grievance to the in- 
habitants of the town, who are eminently 
diſtinguiſhed for tenderneſs and humanity; 
who view, with juſt indignation, the pariſh 
allowance as giving two ſtrokes with one 
ſtone, the one to ſtarve, and the other to 
Kill. I feel my beating heart oppreſt, 


— 


To hear that lonely widow wall, 5 as 


See her dim eye, her aſpect pale. 


To Heaven ſhe turns, in deep deſpair. 3 to 
Her infants wonder at her pray r, | ve 
And mingling tears, they know not Why, bl 

Lift up their little hands and cry. hes 
O God! Their moving ſorrqws ſee, _ ES dy 
Support them ſweet aL | | wh 


- Ye ſons of opulence, whoſe tables are et 
daily covered with plenty, and whoſe cup 
1s hourly made to overflow; and ye, in 
particular, who are not more eminently 
diſtinguiſhed for large poſſeſſions, rank, I Y*: 
and fortune, than for hoſpitality, ſympa- * 
thy, and compaſlion, ſuffer not your af: 2s 
fluent tables to become a ſnare unto you. 
Remember and feel for the indigent poor 
and the fatherleſs; for mercy, for pity, Pre 


TT | | for 
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for Chriſt's fake, remember your poor, 


y Vs” fake, remernl 

r-. naked, hungry, and ſhivering fellow crea- 

le 5 Sweet are the infelt Joys that flow 

1 From ſympathy of others woe; 

The ſoft ſenſations riſing there, 

y _ Repay with int'reſt all our care. 

, | But if with neglect, or fierce diſdain, 

= B We look on others grief or pain, 

h Or can ſuppreſs the riſing grean 

le For every ſuffering not our own, 

g In human ſhapes ſuchi ſouls that dwell 

0 - A hedge-hog's form would ſuit as well. 

Having mentioned the pariſh allowance 

as a grievance to the inhabitants of the 
town, a grievance it is, Sir, and likewiſe a 
very great burden, as it is ſcarcely credi- 
ble what ſwarms of luſty gypſies and ſtur- 
dy vagabond beggars there are here, 
whizzing with their clamours about your 

re ears (a public nuiſance) ſupplicating for 

p money to ſupport a nurſery of profane 

in {turdy drones, much worſe than fruitleſs 

ly fern, ruſhes, thiſtles, and weeds; their 


K, | young offspring being entirely harmoni- 
ous in the ſcience of ſtratagem and mump- 
. ing, ſpeaking the fame language, and 
ſteadily following their parents? pernicious 
example, as inſtruments of theft. and op- 


preſſion, But, alas! it is no uncommon 
_ 


I 
thing in this country to have ſeven or 
eight of theſe travelling gypſies and vaga- 
bond beggars every day at your door, 
moſt of them ſullied with the black hne 
of diſſimulation; ſome in the ragged ha- 
bit of ſailors, as ſhipwrecked ſeamen; 
ſome crippled in the arms, and ſome in 
the legs; ſome diſguiſed like deerepid old 
men, with piteous moans and diſmal coun- 
tenances; moſt of them arrant: counter- 
feits, expert in the ſcience of ſtratagem, 
-diſlimulation, and mumping. But my 
ſentiments on this ſubject are ſurpaſſed 
and exquiſitely expreſſed by the ingenious 
and candid Mr Hervey, which I beg leave 
xo tranſcribe. 

I would not be underſtood, ſays chat 
great genius, as encouraging in any de- 
gree the relief of our common beggars.— 
Towards the former, viz. the dliſtreſſed 
but induſtrious poor, towards theſe 1 would 
cultivate a tender and ever ycarning com- 
paſſion: I would anticipate their com- 
plaints, and as a ſacred writer directs, 
would even ſeek to do them good); but as 
to the latter, I frankly own, "that 1 look 
upon it as my duty, to diſcourage ſuch 


cumberers of che graund. They are gene- 
rally 


ch 
e- 


1 
rally ſpeaking, luſty drones, and their ha- 


bitual begging i is no better than a ſpe- 


cious robbing of the public hive; for ſuch 
ſturdy ſupplicants, who are able to under- 
go the fatigue of travelling, able to endure 
the inclemencies of the wodrhes; and con- 
ſequently much more able, were they e- 
qually willing, to exerciſe themſelves in 
ſome ſpecies of laudable induſtry—for 
theſe the houſe of correction would be a 
far more ſalutary proviſion than any ſup- 
ply from our table, and confinement to 
labour a much more beneficial charity, 
than the liberality of the purſe. We 
ſhould remember, and they ſhould be 
tanght, that the law ordained by the 
Court of Heaven is, If a man will not 
work, neither ſhall he eat; if then we 
counteract and fruſtrate this wiſe regula- 
tion eſtabliſhed by the great Sovereign of 
the univerſe, is it not alſo a wrong to the 
deſerving poor, if we ſuffer theſe wens on 
the body politic to draw off the nouriſh- 
ment which ought to circulate amongſt 
the valuable and uſeful members. Money 
or victuals, beſtowed on theſe worthleſs 
wretches, is not real beneficence, but the 
earneſt penny of ſloth; it hires them to be 
good 
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good for nothing, and pays them for be- 
ing public nuiſances. Let us then una- 
nimouſly join to ſhake off theſe, dead 
weights from our wheels, and diſlodge 
theſe ſwarms of vermin from our ſtate; 
let us be deaf to their moſt importunate 
clamours, and aflure ourſelves that by 
this determined inflexibility, we do God, 
we do our community, we do them I 
the moſt ſubſtantial ſervice. Should they Ib 
implore by the injured name of Jeſus, for In. 
the honour of the Lord Jeſus, let us reſo- Ile 
lately withhold our alms. Their mean- Ire 
ing is, I cannot go on in my preſent I p. 
ſhameful and iniquitous courſe, I can no I ee 
longer continue to act the wicked and I be 
ſlothful ſervant, unleſs you will adminiſter Ice 
ſome kindly pernicious aſſiſtance for 
Chriſt's ſake; therefore aſſiſt me to diſho- I th 
nour my Chriſtian name, and to live more ¶ ca 
infamouſly thanthe vileſt beaſt; for Chriſt's I ſie 
fake help me to be a reproach and burden a 
tro my native country, and to perſiſt in op 
the way which leads to eternal deſtruction. I ſo 
This is the true import of their petitions; | wh 
and whether the ſanction of that moſt ve- Ius 
nerable name added to ſuch a requeſt, ¶ wh 


ſhould move our commiſeration, or excite anc 
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our abhorrence, let every thinking perſon 
judge. I truſt the reader will be fo can- 
did as to excuſe this long digreſſive note, 
and do me the juſtice to believe, that I 
am not pleading againſt, but for the real 
poor; not to harden any one's heart, but 


rather to direct every one's hand; give 
out of gratitude to Chriſt, out of compaſ- 


ſion to the needy, and be for ever bleſſed; 

but give not to incorrigible vagrants, to 
maintain impiety and pamper indolence, 
leſt it be demanded one day, Who hath 
required this at your hand; leſt by ſup- 
porting diſſolute creatures in that abandon- 


ed ſloth which is the nurſe of all vice, we 


become partakers of their guilt, and ac- 
ceſſory in their ruin. 

But here one may venture to predict, 
that this country will never be extri- 
cated from the ſwarm of i ſtrolling gyp- 
ſies and vagabond- beggars, which are 
a nurſery - for hell, and inſtruments of 
oppreſſion, ſo long as the pariſh poor are 
ſo ſtrangely overlooked, and not allowed 
what 1s proper and convenient. But let 
us look forward to that awful period, 


when God calleth the heavens from above, 


and the earth, that he may judge his peo- 
"2 | ple; 


1 
ple; then riches miſuſed, and piety unprac- 


tiſed, mult be accounted. for am * 
niſlied. 


EBENEZER LAZARUS. 


LETTER . 
Dear Sir, 8 


Am now to give you: an account of the 
different religious ſectaries in the town 
of Kelſo; and how will you be ſurpriſed 
when I tell you that there are not leſs than 
ſeven or eight different denominations in 


this ſmall town: The firſt of theſe I ſhall 


mention is the Church of Scotland, the 
eſtabliſhed religion of the country, ſince 
the reformation in Scotland, planted with 
an undaunted ſpirit by the celebrated 
John Knox and others, who aſtoniſhed e- 
ven their adverſaries with the ſublimity 
of their reaſonings, and iound arguments 
from ſcriptural texts, by the good hand of 
God upon them. I am one of thoſe who 


heartily approve of that eſtabliſhment; 


the creeds, catechiſms, and confeſſions of 


faith of the Church of Scotland, I take to 
be 
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be the very truth of the goſpel. Here is 
likewiſe the Church of England; of that 
Church it may be ſaid with truth, that 
many of the greateſt men, and moſt emi- 
nent ſaints have been members. 
are going to have here an organ, for the 


ſervice of that church, and we hope for 


the fpiritual good of the congregation. — 
Here is a Burgher meeting-houle, faid to 
be the largeſt and moſt elegant of any 
meeting-houſe in Scotland, the ſociety be- 
ing very numerous and the congregation 
very wealthy people. Here is an Anti- 
burgher meeting-houſe, a Cameronian 
mecting-houſe, a Quaker meeting-houſe, 
and a Methodiſt meeting-houſe; but the 
cauſes of all their diviſions I cannot pre- 
tend to fay, nor does the writer take it 
upon him to determine on. which ſide 
truth and juſlice preponderate, as it would 
puzzle a conjurer to diſcover who are 
right and who are wrong. But ſo many 
different religious ſectaries in an age like 


this, which boaſts fo loudly of its ſuperior * 


intelligence, forms a picture for the moſt 
ſerious contemplation, and affords a moral 
leſſon, which every thinking man will per- 
ule with attention. Pity they were not 
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10 
more united and more harmonious among 
themſelves; in particular, the Cameroni- 
ans, the Burghers, and the Antiburghers, 
as theſe three preach all the ſame doctrine, 
Viz. the doctrine of free grace, and ſove- 
reign election, the bleſſed doctrine of the 
Bible. The abſolute Lord God Omnipo— 
tent, having being of himſelf, ſays, I will 
ſhew mercy on whom J will ſhew mercy; 
and he renders to no man a reaſon of his 
ways: Therefore, whoever denies the doc- 
trine of election, arraigns God's ſovereign- 
ty, and his. great deſign i in. the adminiſtra- 
tion of providence about his church and 
people; as our divine Maſter, and moſt il- 
luſtrious Sovereign, is pleaſed: to call a 
number of poor. wretched ſinners, who 


were afar off, and his daughters from the 


ends of the earth, and graciouſly gives 


them one faith, one hope, one heart, and one 


way. Until all is finiſned concerning them, 
time muſt wait, the ſun muſt keep its 
courſe, and the ordinances of heaven con- 
tinue, as they are. The world is but a 
ſcaffold, until this building be perfect.— 
Creation ſtill groaneth; for this the duſt 
of che ſaints muſt yet reſt in hope, and 


che marriage ſupper of che Lamb is defer- 
:— m7 
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red; for this is the irrevocable decree, that 


all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved; becauſe God hath 
from the beginning choſen them to ſalva- 


tion, through ſanctification of the Spirit 


and belief of the truth; not for any works 


of righteouſneſs that we have done, but 
according as he hath choſen us in Him, 
before the foundation of the world, ; 


Before che world or time began, 

God's thoughts of love were fix'd on man; 

Rememb'ring us as dead in fin, 

Appointed Chriſt for to redeem. 

In fix days firm creation ſtood, _ 

And God declar'd they all were good. 
From bliſs to hell we all had rov'd, 6 
To ſtop us jeſus' bowels mov'd, 

And ah! with pitying love to man 

His mind on our ſalvation ran. 

God gave a choſen lot to Chriſt, 

If he would pay the ranſom price. 

Lo, ſays the Saviour, Here I am, 

. To do thy will I gladly come, 
Thy gift to me I high en. 

See the bleſs'd Saviour leave the ſky, 
Thoſe bright and fhining worlds on high ; 

For us poor rebels, lo he dies, | 
.As our redeeming ſacrifice, 

But lo, he's riſen from the dead, 

Become his choſen people's head. 

When will the day, dear Lord, appear, 

That all the blood bonght tribe ſhall hear 

| The herald's voice proclaim the doom; 

And ſhew that full redemption's come. 

O that wy name complete may ftand, 

iro there by thy Almighty hand z. 
In thy fair book of life divine, 


Complete redemption may 1 find. 
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E 
Make me with joy and wonder prove 
The riches of thy dying love; 


For ſhelter to thy ſide I fly, 
O let me find that refuge nigh. _ 


Here it might be remarked, the fatal 
error of ſome ſectaries, who bulld * their 


hopes upon their religious duties and 
righteous deeds; but ſuch a building muſt 


unavoidably be ſhaken by every tempta- 
tion, and ſapped by every working of cor- 


ruption. Upon the whole, the jarring 
{ſtring of diviſion, whatever any may pre- 
tend, cannot be juſtifiable: Firſt, becauſe 
it ſhews men to be as unſtable as water, 
baſely deſerting one another in the glori- 


ous cauſe of unity; ſecondly, as it tends. 


much to the alienation of the mind, and 
cooling of affections, to thoſe Chriſtians 


who are not of our ſet and party. I 


charge thee, O my ſoul, ever to adhere to 
revelation, as thy bleſſed and glorious in-- 
ſtructor; and intreat the good Spirit to ap- 
ply the ſacred oracles at all times in a 
proper manner, that thou mayeſt follow 
the footſteps of Chriſt, the moſt ſhining 
pattern of every excellence and diſinte- 


| reſted patriotiſm. > 
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LET iN NI 
Dear Sir, 


Am now to give you ſome account of 


a ſect of Chriſtians in the town of Kel- 
ſo, who are called Methodiſts; but would 


it not be more proper and more intelli- 


gible to call them Arminians, the Armini- 
an principles and the Arminian creed be- 


ing their perſuaſion. But whether they 


be right, or completely wrong, in divers 


great and ſubſtantial articles, is a proper 
ſubject for enquiry. The Calviniſtic di- 


vines and the Arminian diſputers have 
been looking aſkance at each other for 
time immemorial, ſo that the ſubject of 
arminianiſm has been canvaſſed again and 
again by many clear heads and found di- 
vines, both in this century and the two 
laſt. Pity fo much wormwood and gall 
were fo unpleaſantly mingled in their dit- 
putes; religious diſputes being tender 


ground for men to tread upon, theretore 


it is with the utmoſt caution I wonld touch 
upon this ſubject. The Calviniſtic divine 
itrenuouſly contends for the doctrine of 

election, 


E 
election, predeſtination, and the final per- 
ſeverance of the ſaints. Difprove this 
ſweet and comfortable doctrine, and you 
make me more wretched than any crea- 
ture: But it would be more eaſy to tear up 
the foundations of the earth, and to con- 
ftne all the water of the ſea in a ſmall pint 


bottle. With proſtration of ſoul we offer 


Praiſe to him who provided the ſtrong hold, 
and opened the way in the goſpel, and 
pointed it out to us; molt fervently we a- 
dore him who has formed the new coye- 
nant, who hath ſtored it with pro- 
miſes, and put it into the hands of a glo- 
rious Mediator, and engaged all the di- 
vine perfections in favour of a poor ſaint. 
May we be the members, the ſpouſe, the 
ſheep, the branches of Chriſt; then ſhall 


we not miſcarry: And be the powers of 


earth and hell confounded, while we make 
our. boaſt in the Lord, and rejoice in his 
ſalvation. On the other hand, if difh- 
culties and diſtreſſes ariſe, in the courſe 


of God's providence, let me not, with a 
ſullen frown upon my temper, conclude 
that it will never be otherwiſe; and that 
God has forgotten to be gracious, . and 
that he will be fayourable no more; let 

me 
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4 indulge a pleaſant hope, that, though the 
n || Lord may, for wiſe and holy reaſons, hide 
\. || his face from me, his perfections, love, and 
p promiſes are the ſame; and that with e- 
a- verlaſting loving kindneſs he will gather 
it me under his wings, where I ſhall be com- 
r fortably refreſhed as well as ſafe. The 


d, Lord liveth, and bleſſed be my rock: His 


d attributes and covenant are the refuge of 
my faith and hope. Whatever ſeparations 


a- . 

£ I may undergo, as to all the comforts of 
o- life, let neither death, lite, nor any other 
o. | creature ſeparate between him and me. 
i. | Why, O why would any one diſconcert 


t. | my feelings, and overwhelm me in diſtreſs, 


ne || by ſaying, The children of God may fall 


111 and be damned, after all the ſatisfaction 
of | made by Chriſt, and after that ſatisfaction 


ke is made known and applied to the elect 
\is by the Holy Ghoſt. This is more odious, 


and far more offenſive, than Job's taſteleſs 
diſh, the white of an egg. 

The Arminians flatly deny the doctrine 
of election, predeſtination, and the perſe- 
verance of the ſaints ; but they ſtrenuouſly 
contend for the doctrine of univerſal re- 
demption; ; that every man, by the power 

of 


me rather raiſe my drooping head, and 
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of his free will, may attain to a ſtate of per- 
fection. Here I cannot but remark, that 


in the year 1547, Mr Patrick Hamilton, 
the Calviniſt, was arraigned and condemn- 


ed, as an obſtinate heretic, by the Archbi - 


ſhop of St Andrews. The ſecond article 
aſſigned as the cauſe of his ſuffering was, 
becauſe he maintained that no man by 


the power of his free will can do any good; 


third, that no man is without ſin, or per- 
fect, ſo long-as he liveth. This brings to 
my mind a letter I read ſome time ago, 
from one of Mr W—y's very learned di- 
vines, directed to that reverend gentleman, 
wherein he laments very much that the 
doctrine of perfection is not more inſiſted 


upon from their pulpits. Let go this 


doctrine, ſays he, and then what better 
ſhall we be than the honeſt Calviniſt, who 
believes he ſhall never be perfect till after 
death. By this you may plainly ſee that 
the Arminians preach as good divinity as 
the Church of Rome, or at leaſt juſt as 
good as cuckoo—cuckoo; againſt which it 


becomes the true friends of revelation to 


be diligently on their guard, leſt Chriſtia- 
nity, inſtead of being exalted, ſhould be 
greatly W and debaſed, and all 

manner 


1 
manner of abſurdity both in doctrine and 
practice, introduced by methods, which, 


N like perſecution, throws truth and falſe- 
5 hood on a level, and render the groſ- 
beſt errors at once more plauſible and more 
e incurable. In the year I638, Mr Dicki- 


ſon, miniſter at Irwin, that great light of 
the church, ſignalized himſelf by a moſt 
C learned diſcourſe againſt Arminianiſm.:— _ 
see the firſt diſcourſe in Stevenſon's hiſto- 


— — — 


0 ry, page 362, and the laſt in the Aſſem- 
i bly's journal. Need I mention the Pil- 


g rim's Progreſs, which contains an illuſtra- 
tion of Calviniſtic principles, and a moſt 
excellent epitome of the lame divinity, un- 
d der an allegory highly entertaining and 
' affecting. Among the principal authors 
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* who have wrote againſt Arminianiſm in this | | 
C 0 = o | [i 
0 | century, with much zeal, is a Hervey, a [| 
Ls th . . 4 ; 
er | Toplady, and a Huntington. | 
| Whoſe learning juſtly rats'd their fame 2 | 
at 184 b , | 
True goodneſs did adorn each name; '' 
as Each did converſe with things above, 
ag Acquainted with Emmanuel's love; | 
bh Moſt orthodox they were and ſound, 1 
1 And many errors did confound. 1 
0 | 1 3 1 
. Theſe three have all in their turns laid 


* the ax to the root of the tree, with the 
all faireſt reaſonings of conſcious truth, and 
cut 
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cut the ſinews of the Arminian doctrine, 
Their evangelic arguments put me in 
mind of Samuels ſword, wherewith he 
hewed Agag in pieces before the Lord in 
Gilgal. One of the moſt inveterate oppo- 
nents of election and predeſtination is the 
Reverend Mr John W y, the univerſal 
Biſhop and ſpiritual guide of all the Ar- 
minian Methodiſts, both in Europe and 
America; who ſuperintends their govern- 
ment, and chalks out their line of con- 
duct; and who is by all the members of 


that ſect venerated, for the ſuperiority 'of | 


his talents, as the oracle of the age; the 
ſharpneſs of his wit having often revived 
the oratory and eloquence of Rome, with 


a preciſion of arguments peculiar to him- 


ſelf. A ſpecimen of this eloquence may 
be ſeen in the Rev. Mr W——y's preface 
to the Arminian Magazine; the oddity of 
which I doubt not will appear to you a 
novelty. Mr W y begins his preface 


by ſaying, Amidſt the multitude of maga- 
_ Zines which ſwarm in the world, there was 
one a few years ago termed the Chriſtian 
Magazine, which was of great uſe to man- 
kind, and did honour to the publiſhers; 


but it was ſoon diſcontinued. In the 
| room 


1 

room of it ſtarted up one called the Spiri- 
tual Magazine, and not long after another, 
oddly called the Goſpel Magazine. Both 
of theſe are intended to ſhew, that God is 
not loving to every man, that his mercy 
is not over all his works; and conſe- 


quently, that Chriſt did not die for all, 
but for one in ten, for the elect only. — 


This doctrine, the ſum of which is, God, 
before the foundation of the world, abſo- 
lutely and irrevocably decreed that ſome 
ſhall be ſaved do what they will, 
and the reſt damned do what they can, 
has by theſe tracts been ſpread throughout 
the land with the utmoſt diligence, and 
the champions of it have proceeded in a 
manner worthy their cauſe; they have paid 
no more regard to good nature, decency, 
or good manners, than to reaſon, or truth. 
All theſe they ſet utterly at defiance, and 
have defended their dear decrees with ar- 
guments worthy of Bedlam, and language 
worthy of Billingſgate 

Let us, Sir, for the ſake of truth, juſt 
glance over this curious preface. The 
fat of theſe, viz. the Chriſtian Magazine, 
Mr W y highly extols, as of great 
vic to mankind, and an honour to the 


L 2 publiſher; 
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publiſher; and who can doubt it, when 
the Chriſtian Magazine was publiſhed un- 
der the care, and by the direction of the 
Rev. and celebrated Dr Dodd; a man 
full of ingenuity and ſenſibilities. But, a- 
hs! this uſeful magazine, which did fo 
much honour to the publiſher, was ſoon 
diſcontinued; perhaps at the time the 
Rev. Doctor became a ſpeckled bird. In the 
room of it one ſtarted up, called the Spi- 
ritual Magazine, and not long after, ano- 
ther oddly called the Golpel Magazine. 
Both of theſe, Mr W 
tended to ſhew that God is not loving to 
every man, and that his mercy is not o- 
ver all his works; and conſequently that 
Chriſt did not die for all, but for one in 
ten, for the elect only. This is what no 
man in the world can underſtand but Mr 
W-——=y, if he even underſtands it him- 
{-If; for no man ever pretended to count 
the duſt of Jacob, or the number of the 
fourth part of Iſracl. The Lord make his 
people a hundred times ſo many more than 

they be. The champions have proceeded 
in a manner worthy their cauſe, they have 
paid no more regard to good nature, decen- 
cy, or * manners, than to reaſon, or truth. 


This 


y ſays, are in- 
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This is what no man can believe, but by 
that odious thing, implicit faith, the bane 
of politics as well as of religion. Good 
nature, decency, good manners, reaſon, 
and truth, Mr WM- y ſays they have ſet 
utterly at defiance; fie, fie, ſorry am I to 
ſay it, this perfect man is guilty of ſlander, 
calumny, and falſchood. And they bave 
defended their dear decrees with argu- 
ments worthy of Bedlam, and with lan- 
guage worthy of Billingſgate.. Alas! what 
language can be worle than the infamous 
language of Billingſgate fiſh-women, or 
what more malignant? And with argu- 
ments ſays Mr W y, worthy of Bedlam; 
and who more miſchievous than lunatics 
and mad-men? Is this charge true? ls it 
within the leaſt degree of probability? Is 
it not impoſing on the credulity of his own 
diſciples, who embrace with eagerneſs his 
doctrine as inſured truth, and by whom 
great reſpect is paid as to one of infalli- 
biliry. The Spiritual Magazine, and the 
Goſpel Magazine, Mr W y ſays, are 
intended to ſhew that God is not loving 
to every man, and that his mercy is not 
over all his works; this would lay them 
open to the ſevereſt contempt, and ren- 
L = - 
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der them quite obnoxious to all their 
countrymen. Indeed, if this oracle is not 
aſhamed to vrite, we are aſhamed to read 
ſuch rank nonſenſe. Upon the rigs: we 
would adviſe: the Rev. Mr W to 
take right and ſound reaſon along hh 
him, as his guide and. counſellor, before 
he treats the patrons of election as fiſh- 
women and lunatics; and to remember the 


year 1629, when Biſhop Laud had the di- 


rection of church affairs, when three fourths 
of the clergy of the Church of England, 
faith. the hiſtorian; were Calviniſts in their 


ſentiments: But the favourite Biſhops be- 


ing Arminians, they prevailed with King 
Charles to forbid the former to preach 
upon election, or any of the articles a- 
bout which they differed from their bre- 
thren. The hardſhips that men were then 
expoſed to, who differed from thole in 
power, diſpoſe us. to thankfulneſs that 


neither Popiſh nor Arminian Biſhops have 


the direction of public affairs, as there 
ſeems to be a triple alliance between theſe 
two churches. But let us try, my friend, 
ge” we have that ſpirit of Chriſt, and 

be poſſeſſed of that charity which is an 
ornament of Chris and never baſely 


detract: 


1 | 
detract from any one's character by falſe 
inſinuations, but enn to adhere to 
truths. © + 

5 EBENEZER LAZARUS. 
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Dear 8 | 
Wi ſingular and . 9 1 


have lately read ſeveral of your uſe- 


ful and ingenious books, which have been 


the objects both of my admiration and 
love. The pleaſure and ſatis faction I have 
had in reading your Life, with the account 


of your converſion, makes me adore that 


God who is able to raiſe up of ſtones chil- 
dren unto Abraham. Your Bank of Faith 
has likewiſe afforded me an. excellent en- 
tertainment, and that too juſt at a time 
when I ſtood in need of ſuch a divine 


cordial. O man, greatly beloved, I hum- 


bly thank you, dear Sir, for the precious 


books you have left me in your Laſt Will; 
they are better to me than thouſands of 
gold and filver.. If ever I am fo rich, and 
can ſpare ſo much money, I ſhall add to 
the precious number the Rev. Mr H- 
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books. Your Arminian Diſſected makes this 


pulſe of my foul beat with a warmer ſtroke 
than my words can indicate. _ Your argu- 
ments are ſo ſtrong, ſo pointed, and ſo ſharp, 
that they put me in mind of the pilgrim's 
ſword wherewith he fought the monſter 
Apollyon, and was more ths a conqueror. 
Go on, my dear friend, with unremitting 
activity ; you will never be embarraſled, for 
the Lord is with you. Go in this thy 
ſtrength, the battle is yours, and the victo- 
ry certain. We love him becauſe he firſt 
loved us; and whom he loves, he loves to 
the end; all that the Father hath given to 


Chriſt, he hath loſt none, neither {hall any 


be able to pluck them our of his hand: 
Amen, faith my friend. Your Spiritual 
Sea Voyage, Sir, put me in mind of along 
voyage I once had upon the Black Sca, a- 
mong rocks and ſhoals, currents and quick- 
ſands, without a line or compaſs; the ſea 
rolling and frowning, and one wave tum- 
bling over another, with threatening and 
menacing aſpect. 

Around them night's i 1mpervious gloom deſcends, 

No ſtar to guide them, and no-gale befri-nds ; 


No pilot near, the path untrackt to keep, 
Tempeſtuous darkneſ drives them o'er the deep. 


The 


or” 


I | 

The ſhip was Deſtruction, the captain 
was Beelzebub, and the failors were blacks. 
On board of this ſhip I embarked about 
the year 1735, a poor young ſailor, at a 
ſmall port in the north of England; and 
with a ſtrong north wind, we ſet fail for 
Topher, for thither we were bound. After 
many intricate windings and turnings, a- 
bout the ſeventeenth year our voyage, we 
ſtopped at the beautiful city of London, to 
take in freſh water and proviſions: But, 
alas! we were no ſooner arrived at port 
than I, even I was put under ſhort allow 
ance, having no more a day than a ſmall 


quantity of | bread, and a litile water from 


the pump; and this the third day was e- 
ven taken away, by reaſon of two or three 
black ſailors, who tricked me out of all 
the money I had in the world. This, Sir, 
is a curious fact; the black ſharpers left 
me nothing but a hungry belly, and as I 
had neither friend or acquaintance in the 
harbour, no doubt I ſhould have died for 
want, had not your generous Sovereign and 
Princely Captain, to his immortal honour, 
relieved my neceſſity, by immediately ſend- 
ing me a large meſs from the good ſhip 
Providence; and that was not all, for 
Ph ; three 
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three full weeks I had large meſſes from the 
ſame good Providence every day, but 
to my ſhame and humiliation I never 
once thanked my generous benefactor.— 
Now it came to pals, after three full weeks, 
I was again reduced to the ſame allowance 
of a morſel of bread per day, and a lit- 
tle water from the pump; on that allow- 
ance I lived for ſeveral weeks more, when 
it was again taken away, by reaſon no one 
in the harbour would give me any em- 
ployment. Now my extremity was great, 
my ſhoes were bad, having loſt their heels, 
my jacket was bad, and my trowſers were 
worle, and the climate was cold; ſo I look- 
ed on my right hand, and behold there 
was no man that would know me; refuge 
failed; ſo I went to my cabin with my 
head full of care, and my heart full of 
heavineſs, friendleſs and moneyleſs, and 
nothing but bad, very bad clothes on my 


back. Now, while I was there, being 


greatly embarraſſed, and ruminating on 
my wretched ſituation, like one all in a- 
mazement, then, even then, it was as if 
ſomething did whiſper in my ear ſome 
ſuch words as theſe: It is high time for 


you to pray to God. This made me ſtart 
from 


11 
from my ſeat, and immediately I kneeled 
down, but what to ſay, or how to ſpeak, I 
did not know. I believe my prayer was 
like that of the ravens, or the young lions 
roaring for their prey, and ſeeking their 
meat from God. After this I ſtripped 
and went to my hammock, and I was no 
ſooner laid down, than theſe words darted 
into my mind with a ſurpriſing force: 
Aſk what you will, and it ſhall be given; 
aſk what you will, and it ſhall be given: 
When I immediatly faid in my heart, if I 
had ſuch and ſuch things, I would aſk no 
more; becauſe I thought thoſe things 
would make one quite happy. Perhaps, 
Sir, the oddity of this may appear to you 
ſingular, but fo it was, and after this 1 
had a very good night's reſt. | 

Then balmy ſleep my weary eye-lids cloſe, 

And cheer'd my body with a ſoft repoſe; 


Their ſacred wings my guardian angels ſpread, 
And from all dangers ſcreen'd my helpleſs head. 


And now the morning watch being a- 
gain come, I took a walk about the har- 
bour, to ſee what I could fee; and before 
eleven o'clock the fame morning, I was 
put in poſſeſſion of every thing 1 had ſet 
my heart upon, even good meaſure, preſ- 

ſed 


5 „ 

"VF down, ſhaken together, and running 
over. That gracious and unſeen hand 
| hath often reſcued me. from many immi- 
nent dangers. When I reviewed all the 
particulars of this amazing. ſupply, how 
many wheels as it were within wheels, I 
frankly acknowledge that I felt a ſinall 
twitch of that happy turn of mind the 
ſervants of God enjoy, when, upon ſome 
new diſcovery of the works of creation 
and providence, they lift up their hearts 
with their hands to God in the heavens, 
and cry out with wonder and love among 
the gods, There 1s none like unto thee, 


O Lord, neither are there any works like 
unto thy works; thou art great and doſt 


wondrous things, thou art God alone.— 
After this I never wanted bread to the full: 
Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul. 

And now, Sir, I got me fine jackets, fine 
trowſers, and many fine things; and you 
cannot imagine what a pretty fellow 1 was 
forſooth; and ſoon, very ſoon I became a 
moſt excellent tar, and no ſtripling could 
learn the language of the ſhip better, for 

TI laboured to excel my meſſmates in cur- 
ſing and ſwearing; the horrid breath of 


the infernal Pit was my habitual and wan- 
ton 


pun 1 
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ton language. I drank, I gamed, I cheat-. 
ed, and lied like a devil. 


See how the 
proſperity. of fools deſtroys them. The 
firſt day of the week I ſpent in working 
aboard the ſhip, or in the ſynagogues af 
Satan; the people 1 in the harbour call them 
public houſes, but they are the rendezvous 
for the Black Prince. Thus I went on 
week after week, and month after month, 
as free as the air, and unfettered by any 
reſtrictions, totally abandoned and harden- 
ed in ſin and vice. 
I was in the harbour, I never once attend- 


ed any of the King's chaplains; and as 


for a book I never read on any, good or 


bad, neither had I the leaſt deſire to 


change my courſe or alter my manner of 
ſailing. But, O wonderful to tell! after I 
had been about two years in the harbour, 
it pleaſed the King of kings to ſend an 
ambaſſador to me, with a book in his hand, 
and the words he read to me were theſe— 
In the midſt of the ſtreet of it, and on either 


lide of the river, was there the tree of life, 


which bare twelve manner of fruits, and 
yielded her fruit every month: and the 


leaves of the tree were for the healing of 


the nations. — Figure to | Yourſelf a perſon 
M 2 
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| who had lived in the world until he was 
nineteen or twenty years old, without 
once hearing the voice of words, and you 
will have ſome idea of my aſtoniſhment 
at what I heard on this occaſion; for you 


muſt know they were all living words, — 


But as my ideas were all in a jumble, or 
in a ſtate of chaos, I could digeſt nothing; 
but for ſix days after I ruminated upon 
theſe things. And now the firſt day of 
the week being again come, away I haſted 
to the ambaſfador's levee, if happily I 
might hear any thing more about that 


wonderful and everlaſting tree; and to 


my great joy the ſervant of God read the 
ſame words, and if my aſtoniſhment was 
great on the former occaſion it was more 
fo now. His doctrine did drop as the 
rain upon the tender herb, and as ſhow- 
ers upon the graſs, ſo that I was more and 
more in love with the ambaſſador, and 
with thoſe things which were ſpoken by 
the Lord; I even wondered that the whole 
pcople in the harbour were not gathered to- 
gether to him; and for ſeveral Sabbarh- 
days I expected to find all the ſtreets near 
| hr to be full of people for that purpoſe. 


Such a ſituation as mine 9 be experien- 
ced, 


been healed by the leaves of that wonder- 


ambaſſador ſaid was amazing, it was quick 


voice, Lazarus come forth. O admirable 
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ced, but cannot be deſcribed. Who can 
count the duſt of Jacob, and the number 
of the fourth part of Iſrael? Who can 
count, or who can tell how: many have 


ful tree? none but he who ſpeaketh in 
righteouſneſs, mighty to ſave; for of all 
that the Father hath given to him he hath 
loſt none. The next words the ſervant of 
God read in the book were theſe—Can a 
woman forget her ſacking child, that ſhe 
ſhoald not have compaſſion on the ſon of 
her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will 
TI not forget thee. Behold I have graven 
thee upon the palms of my hands; thy «|| 
walls are continually before me. All the 


and penetrating as lightning; it could be 
no other than he who cried with a loud 


voice! the word was with fuch power, it 
was quicker and ſharper than any two edged 
ſword, piercing to the dividing aſunder 
of ſoul and ſpirit, of rhe joints and mar- 
row, and a diſcerner of the een and 
intents of the heart. 


Let there be light tho Almighty ſpoke, 
And refulgent ſtreams from chaos broke. 
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I fat down under his ſhadow with great 
delight, and his fruit was ſweet to my taſte: 
He brought me to the banqueting houſe, 


and his banter over me was love; ſo that 
I experienced ſenſations delightful far be- 


yond deſcription, inſomuch that I was often 


ready to ſay wich the Church, ſtay me 
with flaggons, comfort me with apples, 


tor I am fick of love. For many Sabbath- 
days I ſeemed like a celeſtial inhabitant, 
full of life, joy, and praiſe. Come and 
hear, all ye that fear God, and I will tell 
you what he hath done for my foul; he 


drew me with the cords of a man, with 
the bands of love; in thoſe happy days I 


was like a diſconſolate widow when the 


Sabbath was over, or like one that mourn- 


eth for the death of an only ſon; I almoſt 
counted every hour in the week, until the 
firſt day returned. I think it altogether im- 
poſſible for any to love the courts of the 


Lord more than I did, or to ſay more paſ- 


fionately, 


How lovely is thy jews place, 
O Lora of hoſts, to me ! 
The tabernacles of thy grace, 
How pleaſant, Lord, they be! 
My thirſty ſoul longs vehemently, 
5 Yea, faints thy courts to ſee ; 
My very heart and fleſh cry out, 
O living God, for thee. 
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O happy days! my heart was almoſt 
melted in my bowels, and my head was 


like waters, and my eyes like a fountain 
of tears; but they were tears of rapture, 
for he drew me with the cords of love. — 


And thus it was with me for many weeks: 


O happy time! and now I could no longer 
reliſh the converſation of my old meſſmates 


as formerly I had done; it was now be- 
come excceding 1 irkſome, 1d that I had no 
pleaſure in their company: In ſhort, I not 


only diſliked the language of the ſhip, but 
likewiſe the navigation of the veſſel; for 
having received, on this memorable occa- 


fon, a touch from that bleſſed oculiſt, who 
is the author of ſight, and light of the 


world, I began to ſee that the old ſhip 
was very dangerous, having a bad bottom, 
being made out of a dead man's blood and 
bones, therefore the riſk was dreadful. I 


now, and not till now, ſaw that the feamen 
were all blacks, and that not one of them 
was compos mentis. I plainly underſtood. 
that a celebrated juggler, by his magic - 
and legerdemain deceptions, had put out 


all their eyes, ſo that they were all {tone 
blind, by reaſon of a fatal opium which 
had lulled all their thinking powers; 
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my own heart was; for now my ſins ſtared 
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and now I ſaw ſudden deſtruction at 


their heels, and yet they were all In a' 
wondrous -lethargy, and would not be 


rouzed out of their ſtupid doze, pleaſing 
dreams; and hazardous ſituation: But all 
ſeemed right with myſelf; I thought I 


ſhould now fail to the fair heavens with a 


fweet and pleaſant gale. But, O Sir, to 


be ingenuous, I had never yet ſeen my 
| face in a true glaſs; I had been alive with- 
out the law; I thought J was rich, and in- 


creaſed with goods, and had need of no- 
thing; but when the commandment came, 


- 6 revived and I died. Then a moſt vio- 
lent hurricane aroſe in the north ſeas, and 


forced me into Black Sod harbour by ſtreſs 
of weather; and while I continued there, 
an irruption took place; and now the 
mouth of a volcano, more horrid than 
Mount Veſuvius, and far more threatening 
than Mount tna, vomited forth flame, 
cinders, and ſnoke; and now I was all in 
a fright, and amazingly toſſed; for now the 
fountain of the great deep was broken up, 
and the place of wickedneſs had no cover- 
ing. No open ſepulchre could be more 
nauſcons and noxious than the ſight of 


me 
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me all in the face, in the figures of ſer- 
pents, toads, frogs, aſks, and worms, and 


a numerons ſpawn of images, all poiſonous, 
all dreadfully tranſparent, with large red 
glaring eyes, like a burning coal, all fixed 
upon me as ſerpents, in a poſture ready to 


leap or fly upon me; and many, very ma- 


ny ſins, which had been forgot, and loſt 
in a bad memory, preſented themſelves be- 


fore me at this horrid interview, and I 


could not diſown any one of them, for no 


woman can know her own children by bet- 
ter tokens than I knew all that vermin to 
be my own brats. A loathſome ſpectacle! 


my ſoul has it (till in remembrance, the 
wormwood and the gall when firſt I was 
awakened by my conſcience, and my ſe- 


cret ſins placed before my eyes, it was as 
the letting in of a clear light into a dark 


room, ſo that I beheld my terrors as in a 
tooking glaſs, and my own crimes affright- 


ed my guilty ſoul; for did J not ſee in my 


heart a perfect reſemblance in miniature, 
a figure of that worm that never dieth. 
Call it a dream, a chimera, or what you 
pleaſe, but I am ſure I was awakened to 
a ſenſe of my own wretchedneſs. All is 
Weak and inexpreſſive compared with the 


dreadful. 
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dreadful fight I then ſaw. O the loathſome 


nature and execrable vileneſs of ſin! This 


made me cry, woes me, what ſhall I do to be 
- ſaved? Now I loft fight of the Cape of 
Good Hope; I ſaid in my heart, I ſhall 


never ſee the fair heavens, or the land that 
is very far off. I never imagined there 


was any other way to the fair heavens, 


than by legal Moſes and honeſt Elijah. 1 


. Never once imagined there was any other 

way to be free from thoſe abominable ver- 
min, but by my own endeavours in a 
more holy life, and therefore I was deter- 
mined to watch,over my own conduct con- 


tinually. Ihis religious reſolution was re- 


viving to my drooping ſpirits, like a re- 

ieve to a condemned criminal, and there- 
fore I ſer about this improvement with the 
greateſt activity. I ſaid in my heart, I 


will never do ſo and ſo; and I will never 


do any more dirty work on the Lord's- 


day; neither will I ſpeak any more in the 
language of Aſhdod; and betrer, {till bet- 


ter, I was even reſolved to think no more 
bad thoughts. And now you will ſurely 
ay, fine boy, good boy, this do and you 
ſhall live: But ha! good Sir, I very ſoon: 


found that I might as well pretend to ſtop. 


the ocean with the ſole of my foot. 
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S8 o Sampſon, when his hair was Joſt, 
Mer the proud Philiſtines to his coſt; 
Shook his vain limbs with ſad ſurpriſe, 

Made feeble fight, and loſt his eyes. 


And now I thought the iron door was 
for ever cloſed upon me, never to open 
any. more. Here I wiſh to hold myſelf 
up to public view, and public aſtoniſhment. 
too; and if any one truſts to their own 
works or righteouſneſs, and are' not much 
miſtaken, I am very much ſo; for, to 
my great amazement, thoſe poiſonous fi- 
gures exhibited a picture more horrible 
and more dreadful than ever; their poſ- 
ture more erect, and their eyes more in 2 
flame. Hell ſeemed to open its mouth to 
receive me; I ſaw my ſins to be monſtrous, 
all vigorous, with large eyes, like a burn- 
ing coal, fixed upon me as ſerpents, ina 
poſture ready, to leap or fly upon me; 
which I have no doubt they would have 
done, had- my ſpirit left the body at that 
time. Thus I lay, polluted in my own_ 
blood, caſt out in the open field, to the 
loathing of my perſon, not ſalted at all, 
nor ſwaddled at all, fo that I gave up all 
hopes, and was ready to conclude that] was 


inevitably loſt. 
The day that drove me to the brink, 
And pointed at eternity below, 


When : 0 
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When on a moment's point th' important dye 


Of life and death ſpun doubtful, ere it fell 
And turn'd up life. 


Now it came to pals, after I had been 
in this ſtorm for many weeks, ſhut up as 
it were in a ſtony priſon, faſt bound in ſin 
and miſery, it again pleaſed the King of 
kings and Lord of lords to ſend another 
ambaſſador to me, and he likewiſe had a 
book in his hand, and the words he read 


were theſe 0 Iſrael, thou ſhalt not be 


forgotten of me. Lay my hands on theſe 
words, you who attend my death bed.— 
The ambaſſador of Chriſt, no doubt, was 
endued with power from on high, for he 
gave me a token that he was a prophet as 
well as a prieſt, in that he ſeemed to re- 
count and explain many of the particular 
. occurrences of my paſt life; and this was 
the more ſurpriſing, as I never had any 
converſation with any perſon about theſe 
things, fo that the impreſſion it mace up- 
on me carried with it an unconteſtible e- 
vidence of its divine original, inſomuch 
that I was ready to ſay, Come, fee a man 
that told me all things that ever I did:— 
Is not this the Chriſt? 


Triumphant and victorious he appears, 
And honour in his looks and habit wears; 
Pompous and ſolemn is his pace, 

And full of majeſty his face. 
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You cannot imagine how I was ſtruck 
to hear the ambaſſador of Jeſus announce 


ſuch and ſuch things about the purpoſe. of 
God according to election, the adoption of 


children, and remiſſion of ſin, through the 
blood of Jeſus. Here I found an antidote 


for ſin, the plaiſter wider than. the wound, 
and more healing than the wound was 
killing. O my foul, did not the word of 


the Lord come unto thee ſaying, Yea I 
have loved thee with an everlaſting love, 
therefore with loving kindneſs have I 
drawn thee. Among many things, he 


told me the ftorm would ſhortly be ſtill; 
that the waves and the winds would ac- 


knowledge his will. So I ſtood with my 
eyes full of tears, and my heart full of love, 
and ſaid in my heart ſome ſuch words as 


theſe: My Lord and my God. Now, af- 


ter that day, I ſaw my fins no more but 
once; but O how unlike to whar they 
were before! Theſe unclean ſpirits ſhall 
I call them, which preſented themſelves 
before me time after time in the figures of 
ſerpents, toads, aſks, worms, and ſar more 
horrid figures than it is poſſible for me to 
deſcribe, before this period always ſtared 
me full in the face, with eyes like a burn- 
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teures in a poſture. ready to fly. upon me; 


but now, to my inexpreſſible comfort, they 


And ſunk in their heads, their ſkins dried 


were all fallen back, their eyes quite: dim 
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on their backs, as creatures quite dead. 
After this I ſaw them no more; and new 

it was ſaid to me by the word of the Lord, 
Go thy way, eat thy bread with jay, and 

drink thy wine with a merry: heart,” for 
God now accepteth thy works. Let thy 
| garments, be always white, and let thy head 
lack no ointment. So I went. on my way 
rejoicing, yea ſinging, My ſoul doth mag- 


nify the Lord, and my ſpirit rejoiceth ah 


God my Saviour: For he that is niighty 
hath done to me great things, and holy is 


. his name. And now, having: weathered 


ont the ſtorm, through the. help of God, I 
will here caſt my anchor, and lay by my 
quill, after. wiſhing: that the Rev. Mr 
 H— n may long be a bold officer on 
board of the gallant ſhip Free Grace; and 


$ 4” believe me to be, dear Sir, Yours, 


EBENEZER L \ZARUS.. 
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